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Oswald Chambers was gifted with extracting the essence of biblical principles and condensing
them into potent, thought-provoking, and life-changing devotions. They don't take a lot of time to
read, but they can infuse you with the timeless truths of the Bible.In this edition of My Utmost for
His Highest, you get updated-language daily devotionals that have become an enduring favorite
because Oswald Chambers used his spiritual gifts so wisely and generously.Compiled from
lectures given at the Bible Training College in London, to nightly talks in an Egyptian YMCA
during World War I, My Utmost for His Highest will lend a powerful spiritual dimension to your
walk with God.©1992 and authorized by the Oswald Chambers Publications Association, Ltd.

From the Back CoverREA’s Problem Solvers is a series of useful, practical, and informative
study guides. Each title in the series is complete step-by-step solution guide. The Automatic
Control Systems/Robotics Problem Solver enables students to solve difficult problems by
showing them step-by-step solutions to Automatic Control Systems/Robotics problems. The
Problem Solvers cover material ranging from the elementary to the advanced and make
excellent review books and textbook companions.The Automatic Control Systems/Robotics
Problem Solver is the perfect resource for any class, any exam, and any problem!
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1December 1Scripture IndexSubject IndexIntroductionMy Utmost for His Highest has been a
close companion to me through most of my Christian life. It was first recommended to me by my
pastor, Charles Stanley, who has often expressed his love for its powerful content. It is a work
that has endured far beyond the author’s death in 1917. Oswald Chambers, who died at the age
of 43, originally shared these thoughts as lectures at the Bible Training College in Clapham,
England, from 1911 to 1915, and as devotional talks while serving with the Young Men’s
Christian Association from 1915 to 1917. The YMCA had appointed him to serve in Egypt with
the Australian and New Zealand troops who were guarding the Suez Canal during World War I.
These lectures and talks were later compiled by Chambers’s wife and published in book form in
1927 in England, and in 1935 in the United States. It has since become the best-selling
devotional book of all time.The idea of a new edition was prompted by the changes in the



English language over the last century. As owner of a Christian bookstore, I have sold thousands
of copies of My Utmost for His Highest through the years. However, because of these language
changes, I have had an ever-increasing concern that readers were not gleaning all they could
from the book. One morning, after reading the devotional selection for that day, I asked the Lord
to impress on someone a burden to write a new edition. Much to my surprise, I immediately
sensed God’s directive to write it myself. I began that same day.What you hold in your hand is
the culmination of approximately 1,800 hours of research and editing. It is not a paraphrase of
the original work, but could be considered a translation of it. Thousands of word studies have
been done to render an accurate yet readable edition. This edition also includes the reference
for every Scripture quotation to allow the reader to further his or her study of the biblical
passage. (Note: Scripture quotations without references are passages that have been referred to
earlier in the selection.) I encourage you to read with this book in one hand and your Bible in the
other.This book is not the Bible—it is intended to point you to the Bible. The desire of my heart is
that this work will unlock for you the treasure of the truth of God’s Word and the insights into that
truth that Oswald Chambers explored. May you use this book as a help in meditating on God’s
Word, and as a help in applying it to your life.James Reimann (1950–2013)Joshua 1:8A Word
aboutOswald and Biddy ChambersOswald Chambers was not famous during his lifetime. At the
time of his death in 1917, at the age of forty-three, only three books bearing his name had been
published. Among a relatively small circle of Christians in Britain and the U.S., Chambers was
much appreciated as a teacher of rare insight and expression, but he was not widely known.His
wide-ranging influence came during the decades following his death as his widow compiled
Oswald’s spoken words into thirty published books, many of which have become Christian
classics: Baffled to Fight Better, If Ye Shall Ask, Studies in the Sermon on the Mount, and of
course, My Utmost for His Highest.Oswald Chambers was born in Aberdeen, Scotland, on July
24, 1874, the eighth of nine children of Rev. Clarence Chambers, a rather stern Baptist minister,
and his gracious wife, Hannah. During Oswald’s boyhood years in Perth, he first exhibited his
keen talent in art. When he was fifteen, the family moved to London where Oswald made his
public profession of faith in Christ and became a member of Rye Lane Baptist Church. This
marked a period of rapid spiritual growth, along with an intense struggle to find God’s will and
way for his life.As a gifted artist and musician, Chambers trained at London’s National Art
Training School, later named the Royal Academy of Art. He sensed God’s call to be an
ambassador for Christ in the world of art, music, and aesthetics. But while studying at the
University of Edinburgh (1895–96), he experienced a major redirection in life. Following an
agonizing internal battle, he decided to train for the Christian ministry, a profession he said he
would never enter “unless God takes me by the scruff of the neck and throws me in.” He left the
university and entered Dunoon College, near Glasgow, where he spent nine years, first as a
theological student, then as a tutor of philosophy. Under the wise guidance of Rev. Duncan
MacGregor, his mentor and friend, Oswald matured greatly and came through a long “dark night
of the soul” into a deeper and more joyful knowledge of Christ.In 1906 and 1907 Oswald spent



six months teaching at God’s Bible School in Cincinnati, Ohio. From there he went to Japan,
visiting the Tokyo Bible School, founded by Charles and Lettie Cowman. This journey around the
world marked his transition from Dunoon College to full-time work with the London-based
Pentecostal League of Prayer.While serving as a travelling speaker and representative of the
League of Prayer in Britain, Oswald met Gertrude Hobbs. Their friendship blossomed during a
voyage to the United States in the summer of 1908, and two years later they were married.
Oswald called her “Beloved Disciple,” shortened to the initials B.D., and spoken as “Biddy.” For
the rest of her life, she was known by this affectionate nickname.A longtime dream of Oswald’s
became reality in January 1911 with the opening of the Bible Training College (BTC) near
Clapham Common in London. Sponsored by the League of Prayer, it housed twenty-five
residential students and reached hundreds more through evening classes and Bible
correspondence courses. Oswald served as Principal and main teacher while Biddy filled the
role of Lady Superintendent, overseeing a myriad of logistical details, from the preparation of
meals to temporary housing for missionary families in transit through London.During Oswald’s
lectures Biddy sat in the back of the room recording his words verbatim in her precise Pitman’s
shorthand. Trained as a court stenographer, she could take dictation rapidly while remaining
engaged with her husband’s purpose as he taught. Biddy’s storehouse of notes grew as Oswald
taught Biblical Psychology, Studies in Genesis, Biblical Ethics, and a host of other classes. Of
special significance were her records of the sermon class and the weekly devotional hour when
Oswald spoke to the residential students from his heart.Their only child, Kathleen, was born in
May 1913, and promptly began her reign as queen of the BTC. Oswald found himself completely
charmed by this new arrival. He had always loved children, but the feelings produced by his own
daughter were something entirely new. When she cried at the top of her lungs during a meal at
the college, Oswald would say, “And now my daughter will sing.” But the happy days of a settled
life in London were soon to end.The outbreak of World War I in August 1914 changed Britain
dramatically and led to the closing of the BTC within a year. Oswald volunteered as a YMCA
secretary in Egypt, where Biddy, Kathleen, and several former students from the BTC joined him
to assist in the work. At Zeitoun Camp, near Cairo, Oswald quickly established himself as a
friend of the troops and a man of uncommon spiritual insight. One soldier described him as “the
personification of the Sherlock Holmes of fiction—tall, erect, virile, with clean-cut face, framing a
pair of piercing bright eyes . . . a detective of the soul.”Biddy continued to fill shorthand
notebooks with Oswald’s talks to the troops, including “The Shadow of an Agony,” “Shade of His
Hand” (Studies in Ecclesiastes), and “Baffled to Fight Better” (Studies in Job). Against the
formidable foes of heat, insects, and blowing sand, she continued a ministry of hospitality that
produced the special touches of home for the troops so far from their families.In a letter to
Biddy’s mother, Oswald freely praised his wife: “As for Biddy I love her and I am her husband but
I do not believe it is possible to exaggerate what she has been in the way of a Sacrament out
here—God conveying Hispresence through the common elements of an ordinary life. The letters
she has received from mothers and wives and sisters and fathers and brothers are in



themselves a deep testimony to a most unconscious ministry of wife and mother and woman.”In
the desert camp Oswald supervised the construction of rock-lined walkways and a myriad of
flower beds. Some critics said it was a waste of time, but Chambers believed that if physical
improvements were not made and new touches occasionally given to the huts, they would reflect
slovenly care, unpleasing to God. “A grave defect in much work of today,” he said, “is that men do
not follow Solomon’s admonition, ‘Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.’ The
tendency is to argue, ‘It’s only for so short a time, why trouble?’ If it is only for five minutes, let it
be well done.”In late October 1917 Oswald underwent an emergency appendectomy and
appeared to be recovering. But two weeks later, while still in Gizeh Red Cross Hospital, he
suffered a relapse and died early in the morning on November 15. All those who knew and loved
him were stunned.Dazed with disbelief and sorrow, Biddy began dealing with the numbing tasks
facing a young widow with a four-year-old daughter. Her telegram to family and friends in Britain
said simply, “Oswald in His Presence.” The next afternoon, Chambers was buried with full
military honors in the British Military Cemetery in Old Cairo.For the next two years, Biddy and
Kathleen continued to work among the troops at Zeitoun. In the ways of God’s providence, which
Oswald frequently referred to as “the haphazard,” Biddy’s personal sending of one of his
sermons as a Christmas gift to the troops in Egypt mushroomed into a monthly printing and
mailing of 10,000 copies by the YMCA. Gradually it became clear to Biddy that her calling in life
was to give her husband’s words to the world. In so doing, she continued the dream she and
Oswald had shared of working together to help others.Upon her return to England in 1919,
Biddy continued transcribing her shorthand notes and preparing them for publication. She
worked to support herself and Kathleen, using any money from sales to help finance the next
book.While maintaining a boarding house for students in Oxford, Biddy compiled a book of daily
readings which she titled My Utmost for His Highest. Since it was first published in 1927, My
Utmost has been continuously in print and has sold millions of copies. It exists today in more
than forty different languages, and every day, multiplied thousands of people around the world
open its pages seeking a word from the Lord through His servant Oswald Chambers.From the
earliest days of publication after World War I, Mrs. Chambers was advised and assisted by a
small group of personal friends. In later years, this group became known as the Oswald
Chambers Publications Association. It was incorporated in 1942, and exists today as a
Registered British Charity overseeing the publication and distribution of Oswald Chambers’s
material around the world. Royalties are used to help fund new translations of Chambers’s books
in developing nations and to provide gift copies of the OC books to students and pastors.My
Utmost for His Highest, along with all the other OC books, sprang from the shared life and vision
of two remarkable people—Oswald and Biddy Chambers. The books are the result of their love
for God, for each other, and for people everywhere. Together Oswald and Biddy touched
individuals from varied backgrounds and many nations through hospitality, biblical teaching,
encouragement, and joyful good humor. The pages of My Utmost are infused with their belief
that taking the gospel to the whole earth involves following God’s example of “keeping open



house for the universe.”Kathleen described her mother as always having time forpeople. A knock
at the door would take her from the typewriter to the teakettle. She considered it just as
important to chat with a child from the neighborhood as it was to prepare the next book for
publication. Biddy personally answered the hundreds of letters that came to her, and often
included a complimentary copy of one of Oswald’s books with her reply.By the time Biddy
Chambers died in 1966, she had compiled and published some fifty books that bore the name of
Oswald Chambers but never mentioned her own. Occasional words of greeting at the beginning
of a volume, followed by her initials “B.C.,” were the only evidence of her role.In the weeks just
after Oswald’s death in Egypt, Biddy wrote to her mother of a friend whose life had been
radically changed by reading some of Oswald’s sermons. “It confirms me so much in the
assurance I have that I am to go on getting everything I can printed,” Biddy said. “It will be like
casting bread upon the waters and we’ll know someday all it has meant in people’s lives.” To her
sister, she wrote: “Living with Oswald and seeing his faith in God and knowing that ‘by his
faithfulness he is speaking to us still’ is the secret of life these days, and I feel as if it will be
overwhelming to one day see what God has wrought, and one will only be sorry not to have
trusted more utterly. So just go on praying and believing and we will surely find that God is doing
His wondrous things all the time.”By their faithfulness in the ordinary circumstances of each
unfolding day, Oswald and Biddy Chambers have demonstrated the significance and power of
giving our utmost for God’s highest.David McCaslandJanuary 1Let Us Keep to the Point“. . . my
earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all boldness, as
always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death.”Philippians
1:20My Utmost for His Highest. “. . . my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be
ashamed.” We will all feel very much ashamed if we do not yield to Jesus the areas of our lives
He has asked us to yield to Him. It’s as if Paul were saying, “My determined purpose is to be my
utmost for His highest—my best for His glory.” To reach that level of determination is a matter of
the will, not of debate or of reasoning. It is absolute and irrevocable surrender of the will at that
point. An undue amount of thought and consideration for ourselves is what keeps us from
making that decision, although we cover it up with the pretense that it is others we are
considering. When we think seriously about what it will cost others if we obey the call of Jesus,
we tell God He doesn’t know what our obedience will mean. Keep to the point—He does know.
Shut out every other thought and keep yourself before God in this one thing only—my utmost for
His highest. I am determined to be absolutely and entirely for Him and Him alone.My
Unstoppable Determination for His Holiness. “Whether it means life or death—it makes no
difference!” (see 1:21). Paul was determined that nothing would stop him from doing exactly
what God wanted. But before we choose to follow God’s will, a crisis must develop in our lives.
This happens because we tend to be unresponsive to God’s gentler nudges. He brings us to the
place where He asks us to be our utmost for Him and we begin to debate. He then providentially
produces a crisis where we have to decide—for or against. That moment becomes a great
crossroads in our lives. If a crisis has come to you on any front, surrender your will to Jesus



absolutely and irrevocably.January 2Will You Go Out Without Knowing?“He went out, not
knowing where he was going.”Hebrews 11:8Have you ever “gone out” in this way? If so, there is
no logical answer possible when anyone asks you what you are doing. One of the most difficult
questions to answer in Christian work is, “What do you expect to do?” You don’t know what you
are going to do. The only thing you know is that God knows what He is doing. Continually
examine your attitude toward God to see if you are willing to “go out” in every area of your life,
trusting in God entirely. It is this attitude that keeps you in constant wonder, because you don’t
know what God is going to do next. Each morning as you wake, there is a new opportunity to “go
out,” building your confidence in God. “Do not worry about your life . . . nor about the body” (Luke
12:22). In other words, don’t worry about the things that concerned you before you did “go
out.”Have you been asking God what He is going to do? He will never tell you. God does not tell
you what He is going to do—He reveals to you who He is. Do you believe in a -miracle-working
God, and will you “go out” in complete surrender to Him until you are not surprised one iota by
anything He does?Believe God is always the God you know Him to be when you are nearest to
Him. Then think how unnecessary and disrespectful worry is! Let the attitude of your life be a
continual willingness to “go out” in dependence upon God, and your life will have a sacred and
inexpressible charm about it that is very satisfying to Jesus. You must learn to “go out” through
your convictions, creeds, or experiences until you come to the point in your faith where there is
nothing between yourself and God.January 3“Clouds and Darkness”“Clouds and darkness
surround Him . . .”Psalm 97:2A person who has not been born again by the Spirit of God will tell
you that the teachings of Jesus are simple. But when he is baptized by the Holy Spirit, he finds
that “clouds and darkness surround Him.” When we come into close contact with the teachings
of Jesus Christ we have our first realization of this. The only possible way to have full
understanding of the teachings of Jesus is through the light of the Spirit of God shining inside us.
If we have never had the experience of taking our casual, religious shoes off our casual, religious
feet—getting rid of all the excessive informality with which we approach God—it is questionable
whether we have ever stood in His presence. The people who are flippant and disrespectful in
their approach to God are those who have never been introduced to Jesus Christ. Only after the
amazing delight and liberty of realizing what Jesus Christ does, comes the impenetrable
“darkness” of realizing who He is.Jesus said, “The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they
are life” (John 6:63). Once, the Bible was just so many words to us—“clouds and darkness”—
then, suddenly, the words become spirit and life because Jesus re-speaks them to us when our
circumstances make the words new. That is the way God speaks to us; not by visions and
dreams, but by words. When a man gets to God, it is by the most simple way—words.January
4“Why Can I Not Follow You Now?”“Peter said to Him, ‘Lord, why can I not follow You now?’
”John 13:37There are times when you can’t understand why you cannot do what you want to do.
When God brings a time of waiting, and appears to be unresponsive, don’t fill it with busyness,
just wait. The time of waiting may come to teach you the meaning of sanctification—to be set
apart from sin and made holy—or it may come after the process of sanctification has begun to



teach you what service means. Never run before God gives you His direction. If you have the
slightest doubt, then He is not guiding. Whenever there is doubt—wait.At first you may see
clearly what God’s will is—the severance of a friendship, the breaking off of a business
relationship, or something else you feel is distinctly God’s will for you to do. But never act on the
impulse of that feeling. If you do, you will cause difficult situations to arise which will take years to
untangle. Wait for God’s timing and He will do it without any heartache or disappointment. When
it is a question of the providential will of God, wait for God to move.Peter did not wait for God. He
predicted in his own mind where the test would come, and it came where he did not expect it. “I
will lay down my life for Your sake.” Peter’s statement was honest but ignorant. “Jesus answered
him, ‘. . . the rooster shall not crow till you have denied Me three times’ ” (John 13:38). This was
said with a deeper knowledge of Peter than Peter had of himself. He could not follow Jesus
because he did not know himself or his own capabilities well enough. Natural devotion may be
enough to attract us to Jesus, to make us feel His irresistible charm, but it will never make us
disciples. Natural devotion will deny Jesus, always falling short of what it means to truly follow
Him.January 5The Life of Power to Follow“Jesus answered him, ‘Where I am goingyou cannot
follow Me now, but you shall follow Me afterward.’ ”John 13:36“And when He had spoken this,
He said to him, ‘Follow Me’ ” (John 21:19). Three years earlier Jesus had said, “Follow
Me” (Matthew 4:19), and Peter followed with no hesitation. The irresistible attraction of Jesus
was upon him and he did not need the Holy Spirit to help him do it. Later he came to the place
where he denied Jesus, and his heart broke. Then he received the Holy Spirit and Jesus said
again, “Follow Me” (John 21:19). Now no one is in front of Peter except the Lord Jesus Christ.
The first “Follow Me” was nothing mysterious; it was an external following. Jesus is now asking
for an internal sacrifice and yielding (see 21:18).Between these two times Peter denied Jesus
with oaths and curses (see Matthew 26:69–75). But then he came completely to the end of
himself and all of his self-sufficiency. There was no part of himself he would ever rely on again. In
his state of destitution, he was finally ready to receive all that the risen Lord had for him. “He
breathed on them, and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’ ” (John 20:22). No matter what
changes God has performed in you, never rely on them. Build only on a Person, the Lord Jesus
Christ, and on the Spirit He gives.All our promises and resolutions end in denial because we
have no power to accomplish them. When we come to the end of ourselves, not just mentally but
completely, we are able to “receive the Holy Spirit.” “Receive the Holy Spirit”—the idea is that of
invasion. There is now only One who directs the course of your life, the Lord Jesus
Christ.January 6Worship“He moved from there to the mountain east of Bethel, and he pitched
his tent with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; there he built an altar to the Lord and called
on the name of the Lord.”Genesis 12:8Worship is giving God the best that He has given you. Be
careful what you do with the best you have. Whenever you get a blessing from God, give it back
to Him as a love-gift. Take time to meditate before God and offer the blessing back to Him in a
deliberate act of worship. If you hoard it for yourself, it will turn into spiritual dry rot, as the manna
did when it was hoarded (see Exodus 16:20). God will never allow you to keep a spiritual



blessing completely for yourself. It must be given back to Him so that He can make it a blessing
to others.Bethel is the symbol of fellowship with God; Ai is the symbol of the world. Abram
“pitched his tent” between the two. The lasting value of our public service for God is measured
by the depth of the intimacy of our private times of fellowship and oneness with Him. Rushing in
and out of worship is wrong every time—there is always plenty of time to worship God. Days set
apart for quiet can be a trap, detracting from the need to have daily quiet time with God. That is
why we must “pitch our tents” where we will always have quiet times with Him, however noisy our
times with the world may be. There are not three levels of spiritual life—worship, waiting, and
work. Yet some of us seem to jump like spiritual frogs from worship to waiting, and from waiting
to work. God’s idea is that the three should go together as one. They were always together in the
life of our Lord and in perfect harmony. It is a discipline that must be developed; it will not happen
overnight.January 7Intimate with Jesus“Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you so long, and yet
you have not known Me, Philip?’ ”John 14:9These words were not spoken as a rebuke, nor even
with surprise; Jesus was encouraging Philip to draw closer. Yet the last person we get intimate
with is Jesus. Before Pentecost the disciples knew Jesus as the One who gave them power to
conquer demons and to bring about a revival (see Luke 10:18–20). It was a wonderful intimacy,
but there was a much closer intimacy to come: “I have called you friends” (John 15:15). True
friendship is rare on earth. It means identifying with someone in thought, heart, and spirit. The
whole experience of life is designed to enable us to enter into this closest relationship with Jesus
Christ. We receive His blessings and know His Word, but do we really know Him?Jesus said, “It
is to your advantage that I go away” (John 16:7). He left that relationship to lead them even
closer. It is a joy to Jesus when a disciple takes time to walk more intimately with Him. The
bearing of fruit is always shown in Scripture to be the visible result of an intimate relationship
with Jesus Christ (see John 15:1–4).Once we get intimate with Jesus we are never lonely and
we never lack for understanding or compassion. We can continually pour out our hearts to Him
without being perceived as overly emotional or pitiful. The Christian who is truly intimate with
Jesus will never draw attention to himself but will only show the evidence of a life where Jesus is
completely in control. This is the outcome of allowing Jesus to satisfy every area of life to its
depth. The picture resulting from such a life is that of the strong, calm balance that our Lord
gives to those who are intimate with Him.January 8Is My Sacrifice Living?“Abraham built an
altar . . . ; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar.”Genesis 22:9This event is a
picture of the mistake we make in thinking that the ultimate God wants of us is the sacrifice of
death. What God wants is the sacrifice through death which enables us to do what Jesus did,
that is, sacrifice our lives. Not—“Lord, I am ready to go with You . . . to death” (Luke 22:33). But
—“I am willing to be identified with Your death so that I may sacrifice my life to God.”We seem to
think that God wants us to give up things! God purified Abraham from this error, and the same
process is at work in our lives. God never tells us to give up things just for the sake of giving
them up, but He tells us to give them up for the sake of the only thing worth having, namely, life
with Himself. It is a matter of loosening the bands that hold back our lives. Those bands are



loosened immediately by identification with the death of Jesus. Then we enter into a relationship
with God whereby we may sacrifice our lives to Him.It is of no value to God to give Him your life
for death. He wants you to be a “living sacrifice”—to let Him have all your strengths that have
been saved and sanctified through Jesus (Romans 12:1). This is what is acceptable to
God.January 9Prayerful Inner-Searching“May your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved
blameless.”1 Thessalonians 5:23“Your whole spirit . . .” The great, mysterious work of the Holy
Spirit is in the deep recesses of our being which we cannot reach. Read Psalm 139. The
psalmist implies—“O Lord, You are the God of the early mornings, the God of the late nights, the
God of the mountain peaks, and the God of the sea. But, my God, my soul has horizons further
away than those of early mornings, deeper darkness than the nights of earth, higher peaks than
any mountain peaks, greater depths than any sea in nature. You who are the God of all these, be
my God. I cannot reach to the heights or to the depths; there are motives I cannot discover,
dreams I cannot realize. My God, search me.”Do we believe that God can fortify and protect our
thought processes far beyond where we can go? “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses
us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). If this verse means cleansing only on our conscious level, may God
have mercy on us. The man who has been dulled by sin will say that he is not even conscious of
it. But the cleansing from sin we experience will reach to the heights and depths of our spirit if we
will “walk in the light as He is in the light” (1:7). The same Spirit that fed the life of Jesus Christ
will feed the life of our spirit. It is only when we are protected by God with the miraculous
sacredness of the Holy Spirit that our spirit, soul, and body can be preserved in pure uprightness
until the coming of Jesus—no longer condemned in God’s sight.We should more frequently
allow our minds to meditate on these great, massive truths of God.January 10The Opened
Sight“I now send you, to open their eyes . . . that they may receive forgiveness of sins.”Acts
26:17–18This verse is the greatest example of the true essence of the message of a disciple of
Jesus Christ in all of the New -Testament.God’s first sovereign work of grace is summed up in
the words “that they may receive forgiveness of sins.” When a person fails in his personal
Christian life, it is usually because he has never received anything. The only sign that a person is
saved is that he has received something from Jesus Christ. Our job as workers for God is to
open people’s eyes so that they may turn themselves from darkness to light. But that is not
salvation; it is conversion—only the effort of an awakened human being. I do not think it is too
broad a statement to say that the majority of so-called Christians are like this. Their eyes are
open, but they have received nothing. Conversion is not regeneration. This is a neglected fact in
our preaching today. When a person is born again, he knows that it is because he has received
something as a gift from Almighty God and not because of his own decision. People may make
vows and promises, and may be determined to follow through, but none of this is salvation.
Salvation means that we are brought to the place where we are able to receive something from
God on the authority of Jesus Christ, namely, forgiveness of sins.This is followed by God’s
second mighty work of grace: “an inheritance among those who are sanctified.” In sanctification,
the one who has been born again deliberately gives up his right to himself to Jesus Christ, and



identifies himself entirely with God’s ministry to others.January 11What My Obedience to God
Costs Other People“As they led Him away, they laid hold of a certain man, Simon . . . , and on
him they laid the cross that he might bear it after Jesus.”Luke 23:26If we obey God, it is going to
cost other people more than it costs us, and that is where the pain begins. If we are in love with
our Lord, obedience does not cost us anything—it is a delight. But to those who do not love Him,
our obedience does cost a great deal. If we obey God, it will mean that other people’s plans are
upset. They will ridicule us as if to say, “You call this Christianity?” We could prevent the
suffering, but not if we are obedient to God. We must let the cost be paid.When our obedience
begins to cost others, our human pride entrenches itself and we say, “I will never accept anything
from anyone.” But we must, or disobey God. We have no right to think that the type of
relationships we have with others should be any different from those the Lord Himself had (see
Luke 8:1–3).A lack of progress in our spiritual life results when we try to bear all the costs
ourselves. And actually, we cannot. Because we are so involved in the universal purposes of
God, others are immediately affected by our obedience to Him. Will we remain faithful in our
obedience to God and be willing to suffer the humiliation of refusing to be independent? Or will
we do just the opposite and say, “I will not cause other people to suffer”? We can disobey God if
we choose, and it will bring immediate relief to the situation, but it will grieve our Lord. If,
however, we obey God, He will care for those who have suffered the consequences of our
obedience. We must simply obey and leave all the consequences with Him.Beware of the
inclination to dictate to God what consequences you would allow as a condition of your
obedience to Him.January 12Have You Ever Been Alone with God?“When they were alone, He
explained all things to His disciples.”Mark 4:34Our Solitude with Him. Jesus doesn’t take us
aside and explain things to us all the time; He explains things to us as we are able to understand
them. The lives of others are examples for us, but God requires us to examine our own souls. It is
slow work—so slow that it takes God all of time and eternity to make a man or woman conform
to His purpose. We can only be used by God after we allow Him to show us the deep, hidden
areas of our own character. It is astounding how ignorant we are about ourselves! We don’t even
recognize the envy, laziness, or pride within us when we see it. But Jesus will reveal to us
everything we have held within ourselves before His grace began to work. How many of us have
learned to look inwardly with courage?We have to get rid of the idea that we understand
ourselves. That is always the last bit of pride to go. The only One who understands us is God.
The greatest curse in our spiritual life is pride. If we have ever had a glimpse of what we are like
in the sight of God, we will never say, “Oh, I’m so unworthy.” We will understand that this goes
without saying. But as long as there is any doubt that we are unworthy, God will continue to close
us in until He gets us alone. Whenever there is any element of pride or conceit remaining, Jesus
can’t teach us anything. He will allow us to experience heartbreak or the disappointment we feel
when our intellectual pride is wounded. He will reveal numerous misplaced affections or desires
—things over which we never thought He would have to get us alone. Many things are shown to
us, often without effect. But when God gets us alone over them, they will be clear.January



13Have You Ever Been Alone with God?“When He was alone . . . the twelve asked Him about
the parable.”Mark 4:10His Solitude with Us. When God gets us alone through suffering,
heartbreak, temptation, disappointment, sickness, or by thwarted desires, a broken friendship,
or a new -friendship—when He gets us absolutely alone, and we are totally speechless, unable
to ask even one question, then He begins to teach us. Notice Jesus Christ’s training of the
Twelve. It was the disciples, not the crowd outside, who were confused. His disciples constantly
asked Him questions, and He constantly explained things to them, but they didn’t understand
until after they received the Holy Spirit (see John 14:26).As you journey with God, the only thing
He intends to be clear is the way He deals with your soul. The sorrows and difficulties in the lives
of others will be absolutely confusing to you. We think we understand another person’s struggle
until God reveals the same shortcomings in our lives. There are vast areas of stubbornness and
ignorance the Holy Spirit has to reveal in each of us, but it can only be done when Jesus gets us
alone. Are we alone with Him now? Or are we more concerned with our own ideas, friendships,
and cares for our bodies? Jesus cannot teach us anything until we quiet all our intellectual
questions and get alone with Him.January 14Called by God“I heard the voice of the Lord,
saying: ‘Whomshall I send, and who will go for Us?’ ThenI said, ‘Here am I! Send me.’ ”Isaiah
6:8God did not direct His call to Isaiah—Isaiah overheard God saying, “Who will go for Us?” The
call of God is not just for a select few but for everyone. Whether I hear God’s call or not depends
on the condition of my ears, and exactly what I hear depends upon my spiritual attitude. “Many
are called, but few are chosen” (Matthew 22:14). That is, few prove that they are the chosen
ones. The chosen ones are those who have come into a relationship with God through Jesus
Christ and have had their spiritual condition changed and their ears opened. Then they hear “the
voice of the Lord” continually asking, “Who will go for Us?” However, God doesn’t single out
someone and say, “Now, you go.” He did not force His will on Isaiah. Isaiah was in the presence
of God, and he overheard the call. His response, performed in complete freedom, could only be
to say, “Here am I! Send me.”Remove the thought from your mind of expecting God to come to
force you or to plead with you. When our Lord called His disciples, He did it without irresistible
pressure from the outside. The quiet, yet passionate, insistence of His “Follow Me” was spoken
to men whose every sense was receptive (-Matthew 4:19). If we will allow the Holy Spirit to bring
us face-to-face with God, we too will hear what Isaiah heard—“the voice of the Lord.” In perfect
freedom we too will say, “Here am I! Send me.”January 15Do You Walk in White?“We were
buried with Him . . . that just as Christ was raised from the dead . . . even so we also should walk
in newness of life.”Romans 6:4No one experiences complete sanctification without going
through a “white funeral”—the burial of the old life. If there has never been this crucial moment of
change through death, sanctification will never be more than an elusive dream. There must be a
“white funeral,” a death with only one resurrection—a resurrection into the life of Jesus Christ.
Nothing can defeat a life like this. It has oneness with God for only one purpose—to be a witness
for Him.Have you really come to your last days? You have often come to them in your mind, but
have you really experienced them? You cannot die or go to your funeral in a mood of excitement.



Death means you stop being. You must agree with God and stop being the intensely striving kind
of Christian you have been. We avoid the cemetery and continually refuse our own death. It will
not happen by striving, but by yielding to death. It is dying—being “baptized into His
death” (Romans 6:3).Have you had your “white funeral,” or are you piously deceiving your own
soul? Has there been a point in your life which you now mark as your last day? Is there a place in
your life to which you go back in memory with humility and overwhelming gratitude, so that you
can honestly proclaim, “Yes, it was then, at my ‘white funeral,’ that I made an agreement with
God.”“This is the will of God, your sanctification” (1 Thessalonians 4:3). Once you truly realize
this is God’s will, you will enter into the process of sanctification as a natural response. Are you
willing to experience that “white funeral” now? Will you agree with Him that this is your last day
on earth? The moment of agreement depends on you.January 16The Voice of the Nature of
God“I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?’ ”Isaiah
6:8When we talk about the call of God, we often forget the most important thing, namely, the
nature of Him who calls. There are many things calling each of us today. Some of these calls will
be answered, and others will not even be heard. The call is the expression of the nature of the
One who calls, and we can only recognize the call if that same nature is in us. The call of God is
the expression of God’s nature, not ours. God providentially weaves the threads of His call
through our lives, and only we can distinguish them. It is the threading of God’s voice directly to
us over a certain concern, and it is useless to seek another person’s opinion of it. Our dealings
over the call of God should be kept exclusively between ourselves and Him.The call of God is
not a reflection of my nature; my personal desires and temperament are of no consideration. As
long as I dwell on my own qualities and traits and think about what I am suited for, I will never
hear the call of God. But when God brings me into the right relationship with Himself, I will be in
the same condition Isaiah was. Isaiah was so attuned to God, because of the great crisis he had
just endured, that the call of God penetrated his soul. The majority of us cannot hear anything
but ourselves. And we cannot hear anything God says. But to be brought to the place where we
can hear the call of God is to be profoundly changed.January 17The Call of the Natural
Life“When it pleased God . . . to reveal His Son in me.”Galatians 1:15–16The call of God is not a
call to serve Him in any particular way. My contact with the nature of God will shape my
understanding of His call and will help me realize what I truly desire to do for Him. The call of
God is an expression of His nature; the service which results in my life is suited to me and is an
expression of my nature. The call of the natural life was stated by the apostle Paul—“When it
pleased God . . . to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him [that is, purely and solemnly
express Him] among the Gentiles.”Service is the overflow which pours from a life filled with love
and devotion. But strictly speaking, there is no call to that. Service is what I bring to the
relationship and is the reflection of my identification with the nature of God. Service becomes a
natural part of my life. God brings me into the proper relationship with Himself so that I can
understand His call, and then I serve Him on my own out of a motivation of absolute love.
Service to God is the deliberate love-gift of a nature that has heard the call of God. Service is an



expression of my nature, and God’s call is an expression of His nature. Therefore, when I receive
His nature and hear His call, His divine voice resounds throughout His nature and mine and the
two become one in service. The Son of God reveals Himself in me, and out of devotion to Him
service becomes my everyday way of life.January 18“It Is the Lord!”“Thomas answered and said
to Him,‘My Lord and my God!’ ”John 20:28“Jesus said to her, ‘Give Me a drink’ ” (John 4:7). How
many of us are expecting Jesus Christ to quench our thirst when we should be satisfying Him!
We should be pouring out our lives, investing our total beings, not drawing on Him to satisfy us.
“You shall be witnesses to Me” (Acts 1:8). That means lives of pure, uncompromising, and
unrestrained devotion to the Lord Jesus, which will be satisfying to Him wherever He may send
us.Beware of anything that competes with your loyalty to Jesus Christ. The greatest competitor
of true devotion to Jesus is the service we do for Him. It is easier to serve than to pour out our
lives completely for Him. The goal of the call of God is His satisfaction, not simply that we should
do something for Him. We are not sent to do battle for God, but to be used by God in His battles.
Are we more devoted to service than we are to Jesus Christ Himself?January 19Vision and
Darkness“When the sun was going down, a deep sleepfell upon Abram; and behold, horror and
great darkness fell upon him.”Genesis 15:12Whenever God gives a vision to a Christian, it is as
if He puts him in “the shadow of His hand” (Isaiah 49:2). The saint’s duty is to be still and listen.
There is a “darkness” that comes from too much light—that is the time to listen. The story of
Abram and Hagar in Genesis 16 is an excellent example of listening to so-called good advice
during a time of darkness, rather than waiting for God to send the light. When God gives you a
vision and darkness follows, wait. God will bring the vision He has given you to reality in your life
if you will wait on His timing. Never try to help God fulfill His word. Abram went through thirteen
years of silence, but in those years all of his self-sufficiency was destroyed. He grew past the
point of relying on his own common sense. Those years of silence were a time of discipline, not
a period of God’s displeasure. There is never any need to pretend that your life is filled with joy
and confidence; just wait upon God and be grounded in Him (see Isaiah 50:10–11).Do I trust at
all in the flesh? Or have I learned to go beyond all confidence in myself and other people of
God? Do I trust in books and prayers or other joys in my life? Or have I placed my confidence in
God Himself, not in His blessings? “I am Almighty God”—El-Shaddai, the All-Powerful God (-
Genesis 17:1). The reason we are all being disciplined is that we will know God is real. As soon
as God becomes real to us, people pale by comparison, becoming shadows of reality. Nothing
that other saints do or say can ever upset the one who is built on God.January 20Are You Fresh
for Everything?“Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Most assuredly,I say to you, unless one is born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.’ ”John 3:3Sometimes we are fresh and eager to
attend a prayer meeting, but do we feel that same freshness for such mundane tasks as
polishing shoes?Being born again by the Spirit is an unmistakable work of God, as mysterious
as the wind, and as surprising as God Himself. We don’t know where it begins—it is hidden away
in the depths of our soul. Being born again from above is an enduring, perpetual, and eternal
beginning. It provides a freshness all the time in thinking, talking, and living—a continual surprise



of the life of God. Staleness is an indication that something in our lives is out of step with God.
We say to ourselves, “I have to do this thing or it will never get done.” That is the first sign of
staleness. Do we feel fresh this very moment or are we stale, frantically searching our minds for
something to do? Freshness is not the result of obedience; it comes from the Holy Spirit.
Obedience keeps us “in the light as He is in the light” (1 John 1:7).Jealously guard your
relationship with God. Jesus prayed “that they may be one just as We are one”—with nothing in
between (John 17:22). Keep your whole life continually open to Jesus Christ. Don’t pretend to be
open with Him. Are you drawing your life from any source other than God Himself? If you are
depending on something else as your source of freshness and strength, you will not realize
when His power is gone.Being born of the Spirit means much more than we usually think. It
gives us new vision and keeps us absolutely fresh for everything through the never-ending
supply of the life of God.January 21Recall What God Remembers“Thus says the Lord: ‘I
remember . . . the kindness of your youth.’ ”Jeremiah 2:2Am I as spontaneously kind to God as I
used to be, or am I only expecting God to be kind to me? Does everything in my life fill His heart
with gladness, or do I constantly complain because things don’t seem to be going my way? A
person who has forgotten what God treasures will not be filled with joy. It is wonderful to
remember that Jesus Christ has needs which we can meet—“Give Me a drink” (John 4:7). How
much kindness have I shown Him in the past week? Has my life been a good reflection on His
reputation?God is saying to His people, “You are not in love with Me now, but I remember a time
when you were.” He says, “I remember . . . the love of your betrothal” (Jeremiah 2:2). Am I as
filled to overflowing with love for Jesus Christ as I was in the beginning, when I went out of my
way to prove my devotion to Him? Does He ever find me pondering the time when I cared only
for Him? Is that where I am now, or have I chosen man’s wisdom over true love for Him? Am I so
in love with Him that I take no thought for where He might lead me? Or am I watching to see how
much respect I get as I measure how much service I should give Him?As I recall what God
remembers about me, I may also begin to realize that He is not what He used to be to me. When
this happens, I should allow the shame and humiliation it creates in my life, because it will bring
godly sorrow, and “godly sorrow produces repentance” (2 Corinthians 7:10).January 22Am I
Looking to God?“Look to Me, and be saved.”Isaiah 45:22Do we expect God to come to us with
His blessings and save us? He says, “Look to Me, and be saved.” The greatest difficulty
spiritually is to concentrate on God, and His blessings are what make it so difficult. Troubles
almost always make us look to God, but His blessings tend to divert our attention elsewhere.
The basic lesson of the Sermon on the Mount is to narrow all your interests until your mind,
heart, and body are focused on Jesus Christ. “Look to Me . . .”Many of us have a mental picture
of what a Christian should be, and looking at this image in other Christians’ lives becomes a
hindrance to our focusing on God. This is not salvation—it is not simple enough. He says, in
effect, “Look to Me and you are saved,” not “You will be saved someday.” We will find what we are
looking for if we will concentrate on Him. We get distracted from God and irritable with Him while
He continues to say to us, “Look to Me, and be saved.” Our difficulties, our trials, and our worries



about tomorrow all vanish when we look to God.Wake yourself up and look to God. Build your
hope on Him. No matter how many things seem to be pressing in on you, be determined to push
them aside and look to Him. “Look to Me . . .” Salvation is yours the moment you look.January
23Transformed by Beholding“We all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the
Lord, are being transformed into the same image.”2 Corinthians 3:18The greatest characteristic
a Christian can exhibit is this completely unveiled openness before God, which allows that
person’s life to become a mirror for others. When the Spirit fills us, we are transformed, and by
beholding God we become mirrors. You can always tell when someone has been beholding the
glory of the Lord, because your inner spirit senses that he mirrors the Lord’s own character.
Beware of anything that would spot or tarnish that mirror in you. It is almost always something
good that will stain it—something good, but not what is best.The most important rule for us is to
concentrate on keeping our lives open to God. Let everything else including work, clothes, and
food be set aside. The busyness of things obscures our concentration on God. We must
maintain a position of beholding Him, keeping our lives completely spiritual through and through.
Let other things come and go as they will; let other people criticize us as they will; but never allow
anything to obscure the life that “is hidden with Christ in God” (-Colossians 3:3). Never let a
hurried lifestyle disturb the relationship of abiding in Him. This is an easy thing to allow, but we
must guard against it. The most difficult lesson of the Christian life is learning how to continue
“beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord.”January 24God’s Overpowering Purpose“I have
appeared to you for this purpose.”Acts 26:16The vision Paul had on the road to Damascus was
not a passing emotional experience, but a vision that had very clear and emphatic directions for
him. And Paul stated, “I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision” (Acts 26:19). Our Lord said
to Paul, in effect, “Your whole life is to be overpowered or subdued by Me; you are to have no
end, no aim, and no purpose but Mine.” And the Lord also says to us, “You did not choose Me,
but I chose you and appointed you that you should go” (John 15:16).When we are born again, if
we are spiritual at all, we have visions of what Jesus wants us to be. It is important that I learn not
to be “disobedient to the heavenly vision”—not to doubt that it can be attained. It is not enough
to give mental assent to the fact that God has redeemed the world, nor even to know that the
Holy Spirit can make all that Jesus did a reality in my life. I must have the foundation of a
personal relationship with Him. Paul was not given a message or a doctrine to proclaim. He was
brought into a vivid, personal, overpowering relationship with Jesus Christ. Acts 26:16 is
tremendously compelling “to make you a minister and a witness.” There would be nothing there
without a personal relationship. Paul was devoted to a Person, not to a cause. He was absolutely
Jesus Christ’s. He saw nothing else and he lived for nothing else. “For I determined not to know
anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2).January
25Leave Room for God“When it pleased God . . .”Galatians 1:15As servants of God, we must
learn to make room for Him—to give God “elbow room.” We plan and figure and predict that this
or that will happen, but we forget to make room for God to come in as He chooses. Would we be
surprised if God came into our meeting or into our preaching in a way we had never expected



Him to come? Do not look for God to come in a particular way, but do look for Him. The way to
make room for Him is to expect Him to come, but not in a certain way. No matter how well we
may know God, the great lesson to learn is that He may break in at any minute. We tend to
overlook this element of surprise, yet God never works in any other way. Suddenly—God meets
our life—“when it pleased God . . .”Keep your life so constantly in touch with God that His
surprising power can break through at any point. Live in a constant state of expectancy, and
leave room for God to come in as He decides.January 26Look Again and Consecrate“If God so
clothes the grass of the field . . . , will He not much more clothe you . . . ?”Matthew 6:30A simple
statement of Jesus is always a puzzle to us because we will not be simple. How can we maintain
the simplicity of Jesus so that we may understand Him? By receiving His Spirit, recognizing and
relying on Him, and obeying Him as He brings us the truth of His Word, life will become
amazingly simple. Jesus asks us to consider that “if God so clothes the grass of the field . . .” how
“much more” will He clothe you, if you keep your relationship right with Him? Every time we lose
ground in our fellowship with God, it is because we have disrespectfully thought that we knew
better than Jesus Christ. We have allowed “the cares of this world” to enter in (Matthew 13:22),
while forgetting the “much more” of our heavenly Father.“Look at the birds of the air” (6:26). Their
function is to obey the instincts God placed within them, and God watches over them. Jesus said
that if you have the right relationship with Him and will obey His Spirit within you, then God will
care for your “feathers” too.“Consider the lilies of the field” (6:28). They grow where they are
planted. Many of us refuse to grow where God plants us. Therefore, we don’t take root anywhere.
Jesus said if we would obey the life of God within us, He would look after all other things. Did
Jesus Christ lie to us? Are we experiencing the “much more” He promised? If we are not, it is
because we are not obeying the life God has given us and have cluttered our minds with
confusing thoughts and worries. How much time have we wasted asking God senseless
questions while we should be absolutely free to concentrate on our service to Him?
Consecration is the act of continually separating myself from everything except that which God
has appointed me to do. It is not a onetime experience but an ongoing process. Am I continually
separating myself and looking to God every day of my life?January 27Look Again and Think“Do
not worry about your life.”Matthew 6:25A warning which needs to be repeated is that “the cares
of this world and the deceitfulness of riches,” and the lust for other things, will choke out the life
of God in us (Matthew 13:22). We are never free from the recurring waves of this invasion. If the
frontline of attack is not about clothes and food, it may be about money or the lack of money; or
friends or lack of friends; or the line may be drawn over difficult circumstances. It is one steady
invasion, and these things will come in like a flood, unless we allow the Spirit of God to raise up
the banner against it.“I say to you, do not worry about your life.” Our Lord says to be careful only
about one thing—our relationship to Him. But our common sense shouts loudly and says, “That
is absurd, I must consider how I am going to live, and I must consider what I am going to eat and
drink.” Jesus says you must not. Beware of allowing yourself to think that He says this while not
understanding your circumstances. Jesus Christ knows our circumstances better than we do,



and He says we must not think about these things to the point where they become the primary
concern of our life. Whenever there are competing concerns in your life, be sure you always put
your relationship to God first.“Sufficient for the day is its own trouble” (6:34). How much trouble
has begun to threaten you today? What kind of mean little demons have been looking into your
life and saying, “What are your plans for next month—or next summer?” Jesus tells us not to
worry about any of these things. Look again and think. Keep your mind on the “much more” of
your heavenly Father (6:30).January 28How Could SomeoneSo Persecute Jesus!“Saul, Saul,
why are you persecuting me?”Acts 26:14Are you determined to have your own way in living for
God? We will never be free from this trap until we are brought into the experience of the baptism
of “the Holy Spirit and fire” (Matthew 3:11). Stubbornness and self-will will always stab Jesus
Christ. It may hurt no one else, but it wounds His Spirit. Whenever we are obstinate and self-
willed and set on our own ambitions, we are hurting Jesus. Every time we stand on our own
rights and insist that this is what we intend to do, we are persecuting Him. Whenever we rely on
self-respect, we systematically disturb and grieve His Spirit. And when we finally understand that
it is Jesus we have been persecuting all this time, it is the most crushing revelation ever.Is the
Word of God tremendously penetrating and sharp in me as I hand it on to you, or does my life
betray the things I profess to teach? I may teach sanctification and yet exhibit the spirit of Satan,
the very spirit that persecutes Jesus Christ. The Spirit of Jesus is conscious of only one thing—a
perfect oneness with the Father. And He tells us, “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for
I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Matthew 11:29). All I do
should be based on a perfect oneness with Him, not on a self-willed determination to be godly.
This will mean that others may use me, go around me, or completely ignore me, but if I will
submit to it for His sake, I will prevent Jesus Christ from being persecuted.January 29How Could
Someone Be So Ignorant!“Who are You, Lord?”Acts 26:15“The Lord spoke thus to me with a
strong hand” (Isaiah 8:11). There is no escape when our Lord speaks. He always comes using
His authority and taking hold of our understanding. Has the voice of God come to you directly? If
it has, you cannot mistake the intimate insistence with which it has spoken to you. God speaks in
the language you know best—not through your ears, but through your circumstances.God has to
destroy our determined confidence in our own convictions. We say, “I know that this is what I
should do”—and suddenly the voice of God speaks in a way that overwhelms us by revealing
the depths of our ignorance. We show our ignorance of Him in the very way we decide to serve
Him. We serve Jesus in a spirit that is not His, and hurt Him by our defense of Him. We push His
claims in the spirit of the devil; our words sound all right, but the spirit is that of an enemy. “He . . .
rebuked them, and said, ‘You do not know what manner of spirit you are of’ ” (Luke 9:55). The
spirit of our Lord in His followers is described in 1 Corinthians 13.Have I been persecuting Jesus
by an eager determination to serve Him in my own way? If I feel I have done my duty, yet have
hurt Him in the process, I can be sure that this was not my duty. My way will not be to foster a
meek and quiet spirit, only the spirit of self- satisfaction. We presume that whatever is
unpleasant is our duty! Is that anything like the spirit of our Lord—“I delight to do Your will, O my



God” (Psalm 40:8).January 30The Dilemma of Obedience“Samuel was afraid to tell Eli the
vision.”1 Samuel 3:15God never speaks to us in dramatic ways, but in ways that are easy to
misunderstand. Then we say, “I wonder if that is God’s voice?” Isaiah said that the Lord spoke to
him “with a strong hand,” that is, by the pressure of his circumstances (Isaiah 8:11). Without the
sovereign hand of God Himself, nothing touches our lives. Do we discern His hand at work, or do
we see things as mere occurrences?Get into the habit of saying, “Speak, Lord,” and life will
become a romance (1 Samuel 3:9). Every time circumstances press in on you, say, “Speak,
Lord,” and make time to listen. Chastening is more than a means of discipline—it is meant to
bring me to the point of saying, “Speak, Lord.” Think back to a time when God spoke to you. Do
you remember what He said? Was it Luke 11:13, or was it 1 Thessalonians 5:23? As we listen,
our ears become more sensitive, and like Jesus, we will hear God all the time.Should I tell my
“Eli” what God has shown to me? This is where the dilemma of obedience hits us. We disobey
God by becoming amateur providences and thinking, “I must shield ‘Eli,’ ” who represents the
best people we know. God did not tell Samuel to tell Eli—he had to decide that for himself. God’s
message to you may hurt your “Eli,” but trying to prevent suffering in another’s life will prove to be
an obstruction between your soul and God. It is at your own risk that you prevent someone’s right
hand being cut off or right eye being plucked out (see Matthew 5:29–30).Never ask another
person’s advice about anything God makes you decide before Him. If you ask advice, you will
almost always side with Satan. “I did not immediately confer with flesh and blood” (Galatians
1:16).January 31Do You See Your Calling?“. . . separated to the gospel of God . . .”Romans
1:1Our calling is not primarily to be holy men and women, but to be proclaimers of the gospel of
God. The one all-important thing is that the gospel of God should be recognized as the abiding
reality. Reality is not human goodness, or holiness, or heaven, or hell—it is redemption. The
need to perceive this is the most vital need of the Christian worker today. As workers, we have to
get used to the revelation that redemption is the only reality. Personal holiness is an effect of
redemption, not the cause of it. If we place our faith in human goodness we will go under when
testing comes.Paul did not say that he separated himself, but “when it pleased God, who
separated me” (Galatians 1:15). Paul was not overly interested in his own character. And as long
as our eyes are focused on our own personal holiness, we will never even get close to the full
reality of redemption. Christian workers fail because they place their desire for their own holiness
above their desire to know God. “Don’t ask me to be confronted with the strong reality of
redemption on behalf of the filth of human life surrounding me today; what I want is anything God
can do for me to make me more desirable in my own eyes.” To talk that way is a sign that the
reality of the gospel of God has not begun to touch me. There is no reckless abandon to God in
that. God cannot deliver me while my interest is merely in my own character. Paul was not
conscious of himself. He was recklessly abandoned, totally surrendered, and separated by God
for one purpose—to proclaim the gospel of God (see Romans 9:3).February 1The Call of
God“Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel.”1 Corinthians 1:17Paul states
here that the call of God is to preach the gospel. But remember what Paul means by “the



gospel,” namely, the reality of redemption in our Lord Jesus Christ. We are inclined to make
sanctification the goal of our preaching. Paul refers to personal experiences only by way of
illustration, never as the end of the matter. We are not commissioned to preach salvation or
sanctification—we are commissioned to lift up Jesus Christ (see John 12:32). It is an injustice to
say that Jesus Christ labored in redemption to make me a saint. Jesus Christ labored in
redemption to redeem the whole world and to place it perfectly whole and restored before the
throne of God. The fact that we can experience redemption illustrates the power of its reality, but
that experience is a by-product and not the goal of redemption. If God were human, how sick
and tired He would be of the constant requests we make for our salvation and for our
sanctification. We burden His energies from morning till night asking for things for ourselves or
for something from which we want to be delivered! When we finally touch the underlying
foundation of the reality of the gospel of God, we will never bother Him anymore with little
personal complaints.The one passion of Paul’s life was to proclaim the gospel of God. He
welcomed heartbreak, disillusionment, and tribulation for only one reason—these things kept
him unmovable in his devotion to the gospel of God.February 2The Compelling Force of the
Call“Woe is me if I do not preach the gospel!”1 Corinthians 9:16Beware of refusing to hear the
call of God. Everyone who is saved is called to testify to the fact of his salvation. That, however,
is not the same as the call to preach, but is merely an illustration which can be used in
preaching. In this verse, Paul was referring to the stinging pains produced in him by the
compelling force of the call to preach the gospel. Never try to apply what Paul said regarding the
call to preach to those souls who are being called to God for salvation. There is nothing easier
than getting saved, because it is solely God’s sovereign work—“Look to Me, and be
saved” (Isaiah 45:22). Our Lord never requires the same conditions for discipleship that he
requires for salvation. We are condemned to salvation through the Cross of Christ. But
discipleship has an option with it—“If anyone . . .” (Luke 14:26).Paul’s words have to do with our
being made servants of Jesus Christ, and our permission is never asked as to what we will do or
where we will go. God makes us as broken bread and poured-out wine to please Himself. To be
“separated to the gospel” means being able to hear the call of God (Romans 1:1). Once
someone begins to hear that call, a suffering worthy of the name of Christ is produced.
Suddenly, every ambition, every desire of life, and every outlook is completely blotted out and
extinguished. Only one thing remains—“separated to the gospel.” Woe be to the soul who tries to
head in any other direction once that call has come to him. The Bible Training College exists so
that each of you may know whether or not God has a man or woman here who truly cares about
proclaiming His gospel and to see if God grips you for this purpose. Beware of competing calls
once the call of God grips you.February 3Becoming the “Filth of the World”“We have been made
as the filth of the world.”1 Corinthians 4:13These words are not an exaggeration. The only
reason they may not be true of us who call ourselves ministers of the gospel is not that Paul
forgot or misunderstood the exact truth of them, but that we are too cautious and concerned
about our own desires to allow ourselves to become the refuse or “filth of the world.” “Fill up in



my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ” (Colossians 1:24) is not the result of the
holiness of sanctification, but the evidence of consecration—being “separated to the gospel of
God” (Romans 1:1).“Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try
you” (1 Peter 4:12). If we do think the things we encounter are strange, it is because we are
fearful and cowardly. We pay such close attention to our own interests and desires that we stay
out of the mire and say, “I won’t submit; I won’t bow or bend.” And you don’t have to—you can be
saved by the “skin of your teeth” if you like. You can refuse to let God count you as one who is
“separated to the gospel.” Or you can say, “I don’t care if I am treated like ‘the filth of the world’ as
long as the gospel is proclaimed.” A true servant of Jesus Christ is one who is willing to
experience martyrdom for the reality of the gospel of God. When a moral person is confronted
with contempt, immorality, disloyalty, or dishonesty, he is so repulsed by the offense that he turns
away and in despair closes his heart to the offender. But the miracle of the redemptive reality of
God is that the worst and the vilest offender can never exhaust the depths of His love. Paul did
not say that God separated him to show what a wonderful man He could make of him, but “to
reveal His Son in me” (Galatians 1:16).February 4The Compelling Majesty of His Power“The
love of Christ compels us . . .”2 Corinthians 5:14Paul said that he was overpowered, subdued,
and held as in a vise by “the love of Christ.” Very few of us really know what it means to be held
in the grip of the love of God. We tend so often to be controlled simply by our own experience.
The one thing that gripped and held Paul, to the exclusion of everything else, was the love of
God. “The love of Christ compels us . . .” When you hear that coming from the life of a man or
woman it is unmistakable. You will know that the Spirit of God is completely unhindered in that
person’s life.When we are born again by the Spirit of God, our testimony is based solely on what
God has done for us, and rightly so. But that will change and be removed forever once you
“receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you” (Acts 1:8). Only then will you begin to
realize what Jesus meant when He went on to say, “You shall be witnesses to Me.” Not
witnesses to what Jesus can do—that is basic and understood—but “witnesses to Me.” We will
accept everything that happens as if it were happening to Him, whether we receive praise or
blame, persecution or reward. No one is able to take this stand for Jesus Christ who is not totally
compelled by the majesty of His power. It is the only thing that matters, and yet it is strange that
it’s the last thing we as Christian workers realize. Paul said that he was gripped by the love of
God and that is why he acted as he did. People could perceive him as mad or sane—he did not
care. There was only one thing he lived for—to persuade people of the coming judgment of God
and to tell them of “the love of Christ.” This total surrender to “the love of Christ” is the only thing
that will bear fruit in your life. And it will always leave the mark of God’s holiness and His power,
never drawing attention to your personal holiness.February 5Are You Ready to Be Poured Out
as an Offering?“If I am being poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of your
faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all.”Philippians 2:17Are you willing to sacrifice yourself for
the work of another believer—to pour out your life sacrificially for the ministry and faith of others?
Or do you say, “I am not willing to be poured out right now, and I don’t want God to tell me how to



serve Him. I want to choose the place of my own sacrifice. And I want to have certain people
watching me and saying, ‘Well done.’ ”It is one thing to follow God’s way of service if you are
regarded as a hero, but quite another thing if the road marked out for you by God requires
becoming a “doormat” under other people’s feet. God’s purpose may be to teach you to say, “I
know how to be abased” (Philippians 4:12). Are you ready to be sacrificed like that? Are you
ready to be less than a mere drop in the bucket—to be so totally insignificant that no one
remembers you even if they think of those you served? Are you willing to give and be poured out
until you are used up and exhausted—not seeking to be ministered to, but to minister? Some
saints cannot do menial work while maintaining a saintly attitude, because they feel such service
is beneath their dignity.February 6Are You Ready to Be Poured Out as an Offering?“I am already
being poured out as a drink offering.”2 Timothy 4:6Are you ready to be poured out as an
offering? It is an act of your will, not your emotions. Tell God you are ready to be offered as a
sacrifice for Him. Then accept the consequences as they come, without any complaints, in spite
of what God may send your way. God sends you through a crisis in private, where no other
person can help you. From the outside your life may appear to be the same, but the difference is
taking place in your will. Once you have experienced the crisis in your will, you will take no
thought of the cost when it begins to affect you externally. If you don’t deal with God on the level
of your will first, the result will be only to arouse sympathy for yourself.Also by Oswald
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Utmost for His Highest has been a close companion to me through most of my Christian life. It
was first recommended to me by my pastor, Charles Stanley, who has often expressed his love
for its powerful content. It is a work that has endured far beyond the author’s death in 1917.
Oswald Chambers, who died at the age of 43, originally shared these thoughts as lectures at the
Bible Training College in Clapham, England, from 1911 to 1915, and as devotional talks while
serving with the Young Men’s Christian Association from 1915 to 1917. The YMCA had
appointed him to serve in Egypt with the Australian and New Zealand troops who were guarding



the Suez Canal during World War I. These lectures and talks were later compiled by Chambers’s
wife and published in book form in 1927 in England, and in 1935 in the United States. It has
since become the best-selling devotional book of all time.The idea of a new edition was
prompted by the changes in the English language over the last century. As owner of a Christian
bookstore, I have sold thousands of copies of My Utmost for His Highest through the years.
However, because of these language changes, I have had an ever-increasing concern that
readers were not gleaning all they could from the book. One morning, after reading the
devotional selection for that day, I asked the Lord to impress on someone a burden to write a
new edition. Much to my surprise, I immediately sensed God’s directive to write it myself. I began
that same day.What you hold in your hand is the culmination of approximately 1,800 hours of
research and editing. It is not a paraphrase of the original work, but could be considered a
translation of it. Thousands of word studies have been done to render an accurate yet readable
edition. This edition also includes the reference for every Scripture quotation to allow the reader
to further his or her study of the biblical passage. (Note: Scripture quotations without references
are passages that have been referred to earlier in the selection.) I encourage you to read with
this book in one hand and your Bible in the other.This book is not the Bible—it is intended to
point you to the Bible. The desire of my heart is that this work will unlock for you the treasure of
the truth of God’s Word and the insights into that truth that Oswald Chambers explored. May you
use this book as a help in meditating on God’s Word, and as a help in applying it to your
life.James Reimann (1950–2013)Joshua 1:8IntroductionMy Utmost for His Highest has been a
close companion to me through most of my Christian life. It was first recommended to me by my
pastor, Charles Stanley, who has often expressed his love for its powerful content. It is a work
that has endured far beyond the author’s death in 1917. Oswald Chambers, who died at the age
of 43, originally shared these thoughts as lectures at the Bible Training College in Clapham,
England, from 1911 to 1915, and as devotional talks while serving with the Young Men’s
Christian Association from 1915 to 1917. The YMCA had appointed him to serve in Egypt with
the Australian and New Zealand troops who were guarding the Suez Canal during World War I.
These lectures and talks were later compiled by Chambers’s wife and published in book form in
1927 in England, and in 1935 in the United States. It has since become the best-selling
devotional book of all time.The idea of a new edition was prompted by the changes in the
English language over the last century. As owner of a Christian bookstore, I have sold thousands
of copies of My Utmost for His Highest through the years. However, because of these language
changes, I have had an ever-increasing concern that readers were not gleaning all they could
from the book. One morning, after reading the devotional selection for that day, I asked the Lord
to impress on someone a burden to write a new edition. Much to my surprise, I immediately
sensed God’s directive to write it myself. I began that same day.What you hold in your hand is
the culmination of approximately 1,800 hours of research and editing. It is not a paraphrase of
the original work, but could be considered a translation of it. Thousands of word studies have
been done to render an accurate yet readable edition. This edition also includes the reference



for every Scripture quotation to allow the reader to further his or her study of the biblical
passage. (Note: Scripture quotations without references are passages that have been referred to
earlier in the selection.) I encourage you to read with this book in one hand and your Bible in the
other.This book is not the Bible—it is intended to point you to the Bible. The desire of my heart is
that this work will unlock for you the treasure of the truth of God’s Word and the insights into that
truth that Oswald Chambers explored. May you use this book as a help in meditating on God’s
Word, and as a help in applying it to your life.James Reimann (1950–2013)Joshua 1:8A Word
aboutOswald and Biddy ChambersOswald Chambers was not famous during his lifetime. At the
time of his death in 1917, at the age of forty-three, only three books bearing his name had been
published. Among a relatively small circle of Christians in Britain and the U.S., Chambers was
much appreciated as a teacher of rare insight and expression, but he was not widely known.His
wide-ranging influence came during the decades following his death as his widow compiled
Oswald’s spoken words into thirty published books, many of which have become Christian
classics: Baffled to Fight Better, If Ye Shall Ask, Studies in the Sermon on the Mount, and of
course, My Utmost for His Highest.Oswald Chambers was born in Aberdeen, Scotland, on July
24, 1874, the eighth of nine children of Rev. Clarence Chambers, a rather stern Baptist minister,
and his gracious wife, Hannah. During Oswald’s boyhood years in Perth, he first exhibited his
keen talent in art. When he was fifteen, the family moved to London where Oswald made his
public profession of faith in Christ and became a member of Rye Lane Baptist Church. This
marked a period of rapid spiritual growth, along with an intense struggle to find God’s will and
way for his life.As a gifted artist and musician, Chambers trained at London’s National Art
Training School, later named the Royal Academy of Art. He sensed God’s call to be an
ambassador for Christ in the world of art, music, and aesthetics. But while studying at the
University of Edinburgh (1895–96), he experienced a major redirection in life. Following an
agonizing internal battle, he decided to train for the Christian ministry, a profession he said he
would never enter “unless God takes me by the scruff of the neck and throws me in.” He left the
university and entered Dunoon College, near Glasgow, where he spent nine years, first as a
theological student, then as a tutor of philosophy. Under the wise guidance of Rev. Duncan
MacGregor, his mentor and friend, Oswald matured greatly and came through a long “dark night
of the soul” into a deeper and more joyful knowledge of Christ.In 1906 and 1907 Oswald spent
six months teaching at God’s Bible School in Cincinnati, Ohio. From there he went to Japan,
visiting the Tokyo Bible School, founded by Charles and Lettie Cowman. This journey around the
world marked his transition from Dunoon College to full-time work with the London-based
Pentecostal League of Prayer.While serving as a travelling speaker and representative of the
League of Prayer in Britain, Oswald met Gertrude Hobbs. Their friendship blossomed during a
voyage to the United States in the summer of 1908, and two years later they were married.
Oswald called her “Beloved Disciple,” shortened to the initials B.D., and spoken as “Biddy.” For
the rest of her life, she was known by this affectionate nickname.A longtime dream of Oswald’s
became reality in January 1911 with the opening of the Bible Training College (BTC) near



Clapham Common in London. Sponsored by the League of Prayer, it housed twenty-five
residential students and reached hundreds more through evening classes and Bible
correspondence courses. Oswald served as Principal and main teacher while Biddy filled the
role of Lady Superintendent, overseeing a myriad of logistical details, from the preparation of
meals to temporary housing for missionary families in transit through London.During Oswald’s
lectures Biddy sat in the back of the room recording his words verbatim in her precise Pitman’s
shorthand. Trained as a court stenographer, she could take dictation rapidly while remaining
engaged with her husband’s purpose as he taught. Biddy’s storehouse of notes grew as Oswald
taught Biblical Psychology, Studies in Genesis, Biblical Ethics, and a host of other classes. Of
special significance were her records of the sermon class and the weekly devotional hour when
Oswald spoke to the residential students from his heart.Their only child, Kathleen, was born in
May 1913, and promptly began her reign as queen of the BTC. Oswald found himself completely
charmed by this new arrival. He had always loved children, but the feelings produced by his own
daughter were something entirely new. When she cried at the top of her lungs during a meal at
the college, Oswald would say, “And now my daughter will sing.” But the happy days of a settled
life in London were soon to end.The outbreak of World War I in August 1914 changed Britain
dramatically and led to the closing of the BTC within a year. Oswald volunteered as a YMCA
secretary in Egypt, where Biddy, Kathleen, and several former students from the BTC joined him
to assist in the work. At Zeitoun Camp, near Cairo, Oswald quickly established himself as a
friend of the troops and a man of uncommon spiritual insight. One soldier described him as “the
personification of the Sherlock Holmes of fiction—tall, erect, virile, with clean-cut face, framing a
pair of piercing bright eyes . . . a detective of the soul.”Biddy continued to fill shorthand
notebooks with Oswald’s talks to the troops, including “The Shadow of an Agony,” “Shade of His
Hand” (Studies in Ecclesiastes), and “Baffled to Fight Better” (Studies in Job). Against the
formidable foes of heat, insects, and blowing sand, she continued a ministry of hospitality that
produced the special touches of home for the troops so far from their families.In a letter to
Biddy’s mother, Oswald freely praised his wife: “As for Biddy I love her and I am her husband but
I do not believe it is possible to exaggerate what she has been in the way of a Sacrament out
here—God conveying Hispresence through the common elements of an ordinary life. The letters
she has received from mothers and wives and sisters and fathers and brothers are in
themselves a deep testimony to a most unconscious ministry of wife and mother and woman.”In
the desert camp Oswald supervised the construction of rock-lined walkways and a myriad of
flower beds. Some critics said it was a waste of time, but Chambers believed that if physical
improvements were not made and new touches occasionally given to the huts, they would reflect
slovenly care, unpleasing to God. “A grave defect in much work of today,” he said, “is that men do
not follow Solomon’s admonition, ‘Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.’ The
tendency is to argue, ‘It’s only for so short a time, why trouble?’ If it is only for five minutes, let it
be well done.”In late October 1917 Oswald underwent an emergency appendectomy and
appeared to be recovering. But two weeks later, while still in Gizeh Red Cross Hospital, he



suffered a relapse and died early in the morning on November 15. All those who knew and loved
him were stunned.Dazed with disbelief and sorrow, Biddy began dealing with the numbing tasks
facing a young widow with a four-year-old daughter. Her telegram to family and friends in Britain
said simply, “Oswald in His Presence.” The next afternoon, Chambers was buried with full
military honors in the British Military Cemetery in Old Cairo.For the next two years, Biddy and
Kathleen continued to work among the troops at Zeitoun. In the ways of God’s providence, which
Oswald frequently referred to as “the haphazard,” Biddy’s personal sending of one of his
sermons as a Christmas gift to the troops in Egypt mushroomed into a monthly printing and
mailing of 10,000 copies by the YMCA. Gradually it became clear to Biddy that her calling in life
was to give her husband’s words to the world. In so doing, she continued the dream she and
Oswald had shared of working together to help others.Upon her return to England in 1919,
Biddy continued transcribing her shorthand notes and preparing them for publication. She
worked to support herself and Kathleen, using any money from sales to help finance the next
book.While maintaining a boarding house for students in Oxford, Biddy compiled a book of daily
readings which she titled My Utmost for His Highest. Since it was first published in 1927, My
Utmost has been continuously in print and has sold millions of copies. It exists today in more
than forty different languages, and every day, multiplied thousands of people around the world
open its pages seeking a word from the Lord through His servant Oswald Chambers.From the
earliest days of publication after World War I, Mrs. Chambers was advised and assisted by a
small group of personal friends. In later years, this group became known as the Oswald
Chambers Publications Association. It was incorporated in 1942, and exists today as a
Registered British Charity overseeing the publication and distribution of Oswald Chambers’s
material around the world. Royalties are used to help fund new translations of Chambers’s books
in developing nations and to provide gift copies of the OC books to students and pastors.My
Utmost for His Highest, along with all the other OC books, sprang from the shared life and vision
of two remarkable people—Oswald and Biddy Chambers. The books are the result of their love
for God, for each other, and for people everywhere. Together Oswald and Biddy touched
individuals from varied backgrounds and many nations through hospitality, biblical teaching,
encouragement, and joyful good humor. The pages of My Utmost are infused with their belief
that taking the gospel to the whole earth involves following God’s example of “keeping open
house for the universe.”Kathleen described her mother as always having time forpeople. A knock
at the door would take her from the typewriter to the teakettle. She considered it just as
important to chat with a child from the neighborhood as it was to prepare the next book for
publication. Biddy personally answered the hundreds of letters that came to her, and often
included a complimentary copy of one of Oswald’s books with her reply.By the time Biddy
Chambers died in 1966, she had compiled and published some fifty books that bore the name of
Oswald Chambers but never mentioned her own. Occasional words of greeting at the beginning
of a volume, followed by her initials “B.C.,” were the only evidence of her role.In the weeks just
after Oswald’s death in Egypt, Biddy wrote to her mother of a friend whose life had been



radically changed by reading some of Oswald’s sermons. “It confirms me so much in the
assurance I have that I am to go on getting everything I can printed,” Biddy said. “It will be like
casting bread upon the waters and we’ll know someday all it has meant in people’s lives.” To her
sister, she wrote: “Living with Oswald and seeing his faith in God and knowing that ‘by his
faithfulness he is speaking to us still’ is the secret of life these days, and I feel as if it will be
overwhelming to one day see what God has wrought, and one will only be sorry not to have
trusted more utterly. So just go on praying and believing and we will surely find that God is doing
His wondrous things all the time.”By their faithfulness in the ordinary circumstances of each
unfolding day, Oswald and Biddy Chambers have demonstrated the significance and power of
giving our utmost for God’s highest.David McCaslandA Word aboutOswald and Biddy
ChambersOswald Chambers was not famous during his lifetime. At the time of his death in 1917,
at the age of forty-three, only three books bearing his name had been published. Among a
relatively small circle of Christians in Britain and the U.S., Chambers was much appreciated as a
teacher of rare insight and expression, but he was not widely known.His wide-ranging influence
came during the decades following his death as his widow compiled Oswald’s spoken words
into thirty published books, many of which have become Christian classics: Baffled to Fight
Better, If Ye Shall Ask, Studies in the Sermon on the Mount, and of course, My Utmost for His
Highest.Oswald Chambers was born in Aberdeen, Scotland, on July 24, 1874, the eighth of nine
children of Rev. Clarence Chambers, a rather stern Baptist minister, and his gracious wife,
Hannah. During Oswald’s boyhood years in Perth, he first exhibited his keen talent in art. When
he was fifteen, the family moved to London where Oswald made his public profession of faith in
Christ and became a member of Rye Lane Baptist Church. This marked a period of rapid
spiritual growth, along with an intense struggle to find God’s will and way for his life.As a gifted
artist and musician, Chambers trained at London’s National Art Training School, later named the
Royal Academy of Art. He sensed God’s call to be an ambassador for Christ in the world of art,
music, and aesthetics. But while studying at the University of Edinburgh (1895–96), he
experienced a major redirection in life. Following an agonizing internal battle, he decided to train
for the Christian ministry, a profession he said he would never enter “unless God takes me by the
scruff of the neck and throws me in.” He left the university and entered Dunoon College, near
Glasgow, where he spent nine years, first as a theological student, then as a tutor of philosophy.
Under the wise guidance of Rev. Duncan MacGregor, his mentor and friend, Oswald matured
greatly and came through a long “dark night of the soul” into a deeper and more joyful
knowledge of Christ.In 1906 and 1907 Oswald spent six months teaching at God’s Bible School
in Cincinnati, Ohio. From there he went to Japan, visiting the Tokyo Bible School, founded by
Charles and Lettie Cowman. This journey around the world marked his transition from Dunoon
College to full-time work with the London-based Pentecostal League of Prayer.While serving as
a travelling speaker and representative of the League of Prayer in Britain, Oswald met Gertrude
Hobbs. Their friendship blossomed during a voyage to the United States in the summer of 1908,
and two years later they were married. Oswald called her “Beloved Disciple,” shortened to the



initials B.D., and spoken as “Biddy.” For the rest of her life, she was known by this affectionate
nickname.A longtime dream of Oswald’s became reality in January 1911 with the opening of the
Bible Training College (BTC) near Clapham Common in London. Sponsored by the League of
Prayer, it housed twenty-five residential students and reached hundreds more through evening
classes and Bible correspondence courses. Oswald served as Principal and main teacher while
Biddy filled the role of Lady Superintendent, overseeing a myriad of logistical details, from the
preparation of meals to temporary housing for missionary families in transit through
London.During Oswald’s lectures Biddy sat in the back of the room recording his words verbatim
in her precise Pitman’s shorthand. Trained as a court stenographer, she could take dictation
rapidly while remaining engaged with her husband’s purpose as he taught. Biddy’s storehouse
of notes grew as Oswald taught Biblical Psychology, Studies in Genesis, Biblical Ethics, and a
host of other classes. Of special significance were her records of the sermon class and the
weekly devotional hour when Oswald spoke to the residential students from his heart.Their only
child, Kathleen, was born in May 1913, and promptly began her reign as queen of the BTC.
Oswald found himself completely charmed by this new arrival. He had always loved children, but
the feelings produced by his own daughter were something entirely new. When she cried at the
top of her lungs during a meal at the college, Oswald would say, “And now my daughter will sing.”
But the happy days of a settled life in London were soon to end.The outbreak of World War I in
August 1914 changed Britain dramatically and led to the closing of the BTC within a year.
Oswald volunteered as a YMCA secretary in Egypt, where Biddy, Kathleen, and several former
students from the BTC joined him to assist in the work. At Zeitoun Camp, near Cairo, Oswald
quickly established himself as a friend of the troops and a man of uncommon spiritual insight.
One soldier described him as “the personification of the Sherlock Holmes of fiction—tall, erect,
virile, with clean-cut face, framing a pair of piercing bright eyes . . . a detective of the soul.”Biddy
continued to fill shorthand notebooks with Oswald’s talks to the troops, including “The Shadow
of an Agony,” “Shade of His Hand” (Studies in Ecclesiastes), and “Baffled to Fight
Better” (Studies in Job). Against the formidable foes of heat, insects, and blowing sand, she
continued a ministry of hospitality that produced the special touches of home for the troops so
far from their families.In a letter to Biddy’s mother, Oswald freely praised his wife: “As for Biddy I
love her and I am her husband but I do not believe it is possible to exaggerate what she has
been in the way of a Sacrament out here—God conveying Hispresence through the common
elements of an ordinary life. The letters she has received from mothers and wives and sisters
and fathers and brothers are in themselves a deep testimony to a most unconscious ministry of
wife and mother and woman.”In the desert camp Oswald supervised the construction of rock-
lined walkways and a myriad of flower beds. Some critics said it was a waste of time, but
Chambers believed that if physical improvements were not made and new touches occasionally
given to the huts, they would reflect slovenly care, unpleasing to God. “A grave defect in much
work of today,” he said, “is that men do not follow Solomon’s admonition, ‘Whatsoever thy hand
findeth to do, do it with thy might.’ The tendency is to argue, ‘It’s only for so short a time, why



trouble?’ If it is only for five minutes, let it be well done.”In late October 1917 Oswald underwent
an emergency appendectomy and appeared to be recovering. But two weeks later, while still in
Gizeh Red Cross Hospital, he suffered a relapse and died early in the morning on November 15.
All those who knew and loved him were stunned.Dazed with disbelief and sorrow, Biddy began
dealing with the numbing tasks facing a young widow with a four-year-old daughter. Her
telegram to family and friends in Britain said simply, “Oswald in His Presence.” The next
afternoon, Chambers was buried with full military honors in the British Military Cemetery in Old
Cairo.For the next two years, Biddy and Kathleen continued to work among the troops at
Zeitoun. In the ways of God’s providence, which Oswald frequently referred to as “the
haphazard,” Biddy’s personal sending of one of his sermons as a Christmas gift to the troops in
Egypt mushroomed into a monthly printing and mailing of 10,000 copies by the YMCA.
Gradually it became clear to Biddy that her calling in life was to give her husband’s words to the
world. In so doing, she continued the dream she and Oswald had shared of working together to
help others.Upon her return to England in 1919, Biddy continued transcribing her shorthand
notes and preparing them for publication. She worked to support herself and Kathleen, using
any money from sales to help finance the next book.While maintaining a boarding house for
students in Oxford, Biddy compiled a book of daily readings which she titled My Utmost for His
Highest. Since it was first published in 1927, My Utmost has been continuously in print and has
sold millions of copies. It exists today in more than forty different languages, and every day,
multiplied thousands of people around the world open its pages seeking a word from the Lord
through His servant Oswald Chambers.From the earliest days of publication after World War I,
Mrs. Chambers was advised and assisted by a small group of personal friends. In later years,
this group became known as the Oswald Chambers Publications Association. It was
incorporated in 1942, and exists today as a Registered British Charity overseeing the publication
and distribution of Oswald Chambers’s material around the world. Royalties are used to help
fund new translations of Chambers’s books in developing nations and to provide gift copies of
the OC books to students and pastors.My Utmost for His Highest, along with all the other OC
books, sprang from the shared life and vision of two remarkable people—Oswald and Biddy
Chambers. The books are the result of their love for God, for each other, and for people
everywhere. Together Oswald and Biddy touched individuals from varied backgrounds and
many nations through hospitality, biblical teaching, encouragement, and joyful good humor. The
pages of My Utmost are infused with their belief that taking the gospel to the whole earth
involves following God’s example of “keeping open house for the universe.”Kathleen described
her mother as always having time forpeople. A knock at the door would take her from the
typewriter to the teakettle. She considered it just as important to chat with a child from the
neighborhood as it was to prepare the next book for publication. Biddy personally answered the
hundreds of letters that came to her, and often included a complimentary copy of one of
Oswald’s books with her reply.By the time Biddy Chambers died in 1966, she had compiled and
published some fifty books that bore the name of Oswald Chambers but never mentioned her



own. Occasional words of greeting at the beginning of a volume, followed by her initials “B.C.,”
were the only evidence of her role.In the weeks just after Oswald’s death in Egypt, Biddy wrote
to her mother of a friend whose life had been radically changed by reading some of Oswald’s
sermons. “It confirms me so much in the assurance I have that I am to go on getting everything I
can printed,” Biddy said. “It will be like casting bread upon the waters and we’ll know someday all
it has meant in people’s lives.” To her sister, she wrote: “Living with Oswald and seeing his faith in
God and knowing that ‘by his faithfulness he is speaking to us still’ is the secret of life these
days, and I feel as if it will be overwhelming to one day see what God has wrought, and one will
only be sorry not to have trusted more utterly. So just go on praying and believing and we will
surely find that God is doing His wondrous things all the time.”By their faithfulness in the ordinary
circumstances of each unfolding day, Oswald and Biddy Chambers have demonstrated the
significance and power of giving our utmost for God’s highest.David McCaslandJanuary 1Let Us
Keep to the Point“. . . my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but
with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or
by death.”Philippians 1:20My Utmost for His Highest. “. . . my earnest expectation and hope that
in nothing I shall be ashamed.” We will all feel very much ashamed if we do not yield to Jesus the
areas of our lives He has asked us to yield to Him. It’s as if Paul were saying, “My determined
purpose is to be my utmost for His highest—my best for His glory.” To reach that level of
determination is a matter of the will, not of debate or of reasoning. It is absolute and irrevocable
surrender of the will at that point. An undue amount of thought and consideration for ourselves is
what keeps us from making that decision, although we cover it up with the pretense that it is
others we are considering. When we think seriously about what it will cost others if we obey the
call of Jesus, we tell God He doesn’t know what our obedience will mean. Keep to the point—He
does know. Shut out every other thought and keep yourself before God in this one thing only—
my utmost for His highest. I am determined to be absolutely and entirely for Him and Him
alone.My Unstoppable Determination for His Holiness. “Whether it means life or death—it
makes no difference!” (see 1:21). Paul was determined that nothing would stop him from doing
exactly what God wanted. But before we choose to follow God’s will, a crisis must develop in our
lives. This happens because we tend to be unresponsive to God’s gentler nudges. He brings us
to the place where He asks us to be our utmost for Him and we begin to debate. He then
providentially produces a crisis where we have to decide—for or against. That moment becomes
a great crossroads in our lives. If a crisis has come to you on any front, surrender your will to
Jesus absolutely and irrevocably.January 1Let Us Keep to the Point“. . . my earnest expectation
and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ
will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death.”Philippians 1:20My Utmost for His
Highest. “. . . my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed.” We will all feel
very much ashamed if we do not yield to Jesus the areas of our lives He has asked us to yield to
Him. It’s as if Paul were saying, “My determined purpose is to be my utmost for His highest—my
best for His glory.” To reach that level of determination is a matter of the will, not of debate or of



reasoning. It is absolute and irrevocable surrender of the will at that point. An undue amount of
thought and consideration for ourselves is what keeps us from making that decision, although
we cover it up with the pretense that it is others we are considering. When we think seriously
about what it will cost others if we obey the call of Jesus, we tell God He doesn’t know what our
obedience will mean. Keep to the point—He does know. Shut out every other thought and keep
yourself before God in this one thing only—my utmost for His highest. I am determined to be
absolutely and entirely for Him and Him alone.My Unstoppable Determination for His Holiness.
“Whether it means life or death—it makes no difference!” (see 1:21). Paul was determined that
nothing would stop him from doing exactly what God wanted. But before we choose to follow
God’s will, a crisis must develop in our lives. This happens because we tend to be unresponsive
to God’s gentler nudges. He brings us to the place where He asks us to be our utmost for Him
and we begin to debate. He then providentially produces a crisis where we have to decide—for
or against. That moment becomes a great crossroads in our lives. If a crisis has come to you on
any front, surrender your will to Jesus absolutely and irrevocably.January 2Will You Go Out
Without Knowing?“He went out, not knowing where he was going.”Hebrews 11:8Have you ever
“gone out” in this way? If so, there is no logical answer possible when anyone asks you what you
are doing. One of the most difficult questions to answer in Christian work is, “What do you expect
to do?” You don’t know what you are going to do. The only thing you know is that God knows
what He is doing. Continually examine your attitude toward God to see if you are willing to “go
out” in every area of your life, trusting in God entirely. It is this attitude that keeps you in constant
wonder, because you don’t know what God is going to do next. Each morning as you wake, there
is a new opportunity to “go out,” building your confidence in God. “Do not worry about your life . . .
nor about the body” (Luke 12:22). In other words, don’t worry about the things that concerned
you before you did “go out.”Have you been asking God what He is going to do? He will never tell
you. God does not tell you what He is going to do—He reveals to you who He is. Do you believe
in a -miracle-working God, and will you “go out” in complete surrender to Him until you are not
surprised one iota by anything He does?Believe God is always the God you know Him to be
when you are nearest to Him. Then think how unnecessary and disrespectful worry is! Let the
attitude of your life be a continual willingness to “go out” in dependence upon God, and your life
will have a sacred and inexpressible charm about it that is very satisfying to Jesus. You must
learn to “go out” through your convictions, creeds, or experiences until you come to the point in
your faith where there is nothing between yourself and God.January 2Will You Go Out Without
Knowing?“He went out, not knowing where he was going.”Hebrews 11:8Have you ever “gone
out” in this way? If so, there is no logical answer possible when anyone asks you what you are
doing. One of the most difficult questions to answer in Christian work is, “What do you expect to
do?” You don’t know what you are going to do. The only thing you know is that God knows what
He is doing. Continually examine your attitude toward God to see if you are willing to “go out” in
every area of your life, trusting in God entirely. It is this attitude that keeps you in constant
wonder, because you don’t know what God is going to do next. Each morning as you wake, there



is a new opportunity to “go out,” building your confidence in God. “Do not worry about your life . . .
nor about the body” (Luke 12:22). In other words, don’t worry about the things that concerned
you before you did “go out.”Have you been asking God what He is going to do? He will never tell
you. God does not tell you what He is going to do—He reveals to you who He is. Do you believe
in a -miracle-working God, and will you “go out” in complete surrender to Him until you are not
surprised one iota by anything He does?Believe God is always the God you know Him to be
when you are nearest to Him. Then think how unnecessary and disrespectful worry is! Let the
attitude of your life be a continual willingness to “go out” in dependence upon God, and your life
will have a sacred and inexpressible charm about it that is very satisfying to Jesus. You must
learn to “go out” through your convictions, creeds, or experiences until you come to the point in
your faith where there is nothing between yourself and God.January 3“Clouds and
Darkness”“Clouds and darkness surround Him . . .”Psalm 97:2A person who has not been born
again by the Spirit of God will tell you that the teachings of Jesus are simple. But when he is
baptized by the Holy Spirit, he finds that “clouds and darkness surround Him.” When we come
into close contact with the teachings of Jesus Christ we have our first realization of this. The only
possible way to have full understanding of the teachings of Jesus is through the light of the Spirit
of God shining inside us. If we have never had the experience of taking our casual, religious
shoes off our casual, religious feet—getting rid of all the excessive informality with which we
approach God—it is questionable whether we have ever stood in His presence. The people who
are flippant and disrespectful in their approach to God are those who have never been
introduced to Jesus Christ. Only after the amazing delight and liberty of realizing what Jesus
Christ does, comes the impenetrable “darkness” of realizing who He is.Jesus said, “The words
that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life” (John 6:63). Once, the Bible was just so many
words to us—“clouds and darkness”—then, suddenly, the words become spirit and life because
Jesus re-speaks them to us when our circumstances make the words new. That is the way God
speaks to us; not by visions and dreams, but by words. When a man gets to God, it is by the
most simple way—words.January 3“Clouds and Darkness”“Clouds and darkness surround
Him . . .”Psalm 97:2A person who has not been born again by the Spirit of God will tell you that
the teachings of Jesus are simple. But when he is baptized by the Holy Spirit, he finds that
“clouds and darkness surround Him.” When we come into close contact with the teachings of
Jesus Christ we have our first realization of this. The only possible way to have full
understanding of the teachings of Jesus is through the light of the Spirit of God shining inside us.
If we have never had the experience of taking our casual, religious shoes off our casual, religious
feet—getting rid of all the excessive informality with which we approach God—it is questionable
whether we have ever stood in His presence. The people who are flippant and disrespectful in
their approach to God are those who have never been introduced to Jesus Christ. Only after the
amazing delight and liberty of realizing what Jesus Christ does, comes the impenetrable
“darkness” of realizing who He is.Jesus said, “The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they
are life” (John 6:63). Once, the Bible was just so many words to us—“clouds and darkness”—



then, suddenly, the words become spirit and life because Jesus re-speaks them to us when our
circumstances make the words new. That is the way God speaks to us; not by visions and
dreams, but by words. When a man gets to God, it is by the most simple way—words.January
4“Why Can I Not Follow You Now?”“Peter said to Him, ‘Lord, why can I not follow You now?’
”John 13:37There are times when you can’t understand why you cannot do what you want to do.
When God brings a time of waiting, and appears to be unresponsive, don’t fill it with busyness,
just wait. The time of waiting may come to teach you the meaning of sanctification—to be set
apart from sin and made holy—or it may come after the process of sanctification has begun to
teach you what service means. Never run before God gives you His direction. If you have the
slightest doubt, then He is not guiding. Whenever there is doubt—wait.At first you may see
clearly what God’s will is—the severance of a friendship, the breaking off of a business
relationship, or something else you feel is distinctly God’s will for you to do. But never act on the
impulse of that feeling. If you do, you will cause difficult situations to arise which will take years to
untangle. Wait for God’s timing and He will do it without any heartache or disappointment. When
it is a question of the providential will of God, wait for God to move.Peter did not wait for God. He
predicted in his own mind where the test would come, and it came where he did not expect it. “I
will lay down my life for Your sake.” Peter’s statement was honest but ignorant. “Jesus answered
him, ‘. . . the rooster shall not crow till you have denied Me three times’ ” (John 13:38). This was
said with a deeper knowledge of Peter than Peter had of himself. He could not follow Jesus
because he did not know himself or his own capabilities well enough. Natural devotion may be
enough to attract us to Jesus, to make us feel His irresistible charm, but it will never make us
disciples. Natural devotion will deny Jesus, always falling short of what it means to truly follow
Him.January 4“Why Can I Not Follow You Now?”“Peter said to Him, ‘Lord, why can I not follow
You now?’ ”John 13:37There are times when you can’t understand why you cannot do what you
want to do. When God brings a time of waiting, and appears to be unresponsive, don’t fill it with
busyness, just wait. The time of waiting may come to teach you the meaning of sanctification—to
be set apart from sin and made holy—or it may come after the process of sanctification has
begun to teach you what service means. Never run before God gives you His direction. If you
have the slightest doubt, then He is not guiding. Whenever there is doubt—wait.At first you may
see clearly what God’s will is—the severance of a friendship, the breaking off of a business
relationship, or something else you feel is distinctly God’s will for you to do. But never act on the
impulse of that feeling. If you do, you will cause difficult situations to arise which will take years to
untangle. Wait for God’s timing and He will do it without any heartache or disappointment. When
it is a question of the providential will of God, wait for God to move.Peter did not wait for God. He
predicted in his own mind where the test would come, and it came where he did not expect it. “I
will lay down my life for Your sake.” Peter’s statement was honest but ignorant. “Jesus answered
him, ‘. . . the rooster shall not crow till you have denied Me three times’ ” (John 13:38). This was
said with a deeper knowledge of Peter than Peter had of himself. He could not follow Jesus
because he did not know himself or his own capabilities well enough. Natural devotion may be



enough to attract us to Jesus, to make us feel His irresistible charm, but it will never make us
disciples. Natural devotion will deny Jesus, always falling short of what it means to truly follow
Him.January 5The Life of Power to Follow“Jesus answered him, ‘Where I am goingyou cannot
follow Me now, but you shall follow Me afterward.’ ”John 13:36“And when He had spoken this,
He said to him, ‘Follow Me’ ” (John 21:19). Three years earlier Jesus had said, “Follow
Me” (Matthew 4:19), and Peter followed with no hesitation. The irresistible attraction of Jesus
was upon him and he did not need the Holy Spirit to help him do it. Later he came to the place
where he denied Jesus, and his heart broke. Then he received the Holy Spirit and Jesus said
again, “Follow Me” (John 21:19). Now no one is in front of Peter except the Lord Jesus Christ.
The first “Follow Me” was nothing mysterious; it was an external following. Jesus is now asking
for an internal sacrifice and yielding (see 21:18).Between these two times Peter denied Jesus
with oaths and curses (see Matthew 26:69–75). But then he came completely to the end of
himself and all of his self-sufficiency. There was no part of himself he would ever rely on again. In
his state of destitution, he was finally ready to receive all that the risen Lord had for him. “He
breathed on them, and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’ ” (John 20:22). No matter what
changes God has performed in you, never rely on them. Build only on a Person, the Lord Jesus
Christ, and on the Spirit He gives.All our promises and resolutions end in denial because we
have no power to accomplish them. When we come to the end of ourselves, not just mentally but
completely, we are able to “receive the Holy Spirit.” “Receive the Holy Spirit”—the idea is that of
invasion. There is now only One who directs the course of your life, the Lord Jesus
Christ.January 5The Life of Power to Follow“Jesus answered him, ‘Where I am goingyou cannot
follow Me now, but you shall follow Me afterward.’ ”John 13:36“And when He had spoken this,
He said to him, ‘Follow Me’ ” (John 21:19). Three years earlier Jesus had said, “Follow
Me” (Matthew 4:19), and Peter followed with no hesitation. The irresistible attraction of Jesus
was upon him and he did not need the Holy Spirit to help him do it. Later he came to the place
where he denied Jesus, and his heart broke. Then he received the Holy Spirit and Jesus said
again, “Follow Me” (John 21:19). Now no one is in front of Peter except the Lord Jesus Christ.
The first “Follow Me” was nothing mysterious; it was an external following. Jesus is now asking
for an internal sacrifice and yielding (see 21:18).Between these two times Peter denied Jesus
with oaths and curses (see Matthew 26:69–75). But then he came completely to the end of
himself and all of his self-sufficiency. There was no part of himself he would ever rely on again. In
his state of destitution, he was finally ready to receive all that the risen Lord had for him. “He
breathed on them, and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’ ” (John 20:22). No matter what
changes God has performed in you, never rely on them. Build only on a Person, the Lord Jesus
Christ, and on the Spirit He gives.All our promises and resolutions end in denial because we
have no power to accomplish them. When we come to the end of ourselves, not just mentally but
completely, we are able to “receive the Holy Spirit.” “Receive the Holy Spirit”—the idea is that of
invasion. There is now only One who directs the course of your life, the Lord Jesus
Christ.January 6Worship“He moved from there to the mountain east of Bethel, and he pitched



his tent with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; there he built an altar to the Lord and called
on the name of the Lord.”Genesis 12:8Worship is giving God the best that He has given you. Be
careful what you do with the best you have. Whenever you get a blessing from God, give it back
to Him as a love-gift. Take time to meditate before God and offer the blessing back to Him in a
deliberate act of worship. If you hoard it for yourself, it will turn into spiritual dry rot, as the manna
did when it was hoarded (see Exodus 16:20). God will never allow you to keep a spiritual
blessing completely for yourself. It must be given back to Him so that He can make it a blessing
to others.Bethel is the symbol of fellowship with God; Ai is the symbol of the world. Abram
“pitched his tent” between the two. The lasting value of our public service for God is measured
by the depth of the intimacy of our private times of fellowship and oneness with Him. Rushing in
and out of worship is wrong every time—there is always plenty of time to worship God. Days set
apart for quiet can be a trap, detracting from the need to have daily quiet time with God. That is
why we must “pitch our tents” where we will always have quiet times with Him, however noisy our
times with the world may be. There are not three levels of spiritual life—worship, waiting, and
work. Yet some of us seem to jump like spiritual frogs from worship to waiting, and from waiting
to work. God’s idea is that the three should go together as one. They were always together in the
life of our Lord and in perfect harmony. It is a discipline that must be developed; it will not happen
overnight.January 6Worship“He moved from there to the mountain east of Bethel, and he
pitched his tent with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; there he built an altar to the Lord and
called on the name of the Lord.”Genesis 12:8Worship is giving God the best that He has given
you. Be careful what you do with the best you have. Whenever you get a blessing from God, give
it back to Him as a love-gift. Take time to meditate before God and offer the blessing back to Him
in a deliberate act of worship. If you hoard it for yourself, it will turn into spiritual dry rot, as the
manna did when it was hoarded (see Exodus 16:20). God will never allow you to keep a spiritual
blessing completely for yourself. It must be given back to Him so that He can make it a blessing
to others.Bethel is the symbol of fellowship with God; Ai is the symbol of the world. Abram
“pitched his tent” between the two. The lasting value of our public service for God is measured
by the depth of the intimacy of our private times of fellowship and oneness with Him. Rushing in
and out of worship is wrong every time—there is always plenty of time to worship God. Days set
apart for quiet can be a trap, detracting from the need to have daily quiet time with God. That is
why we must “pitch our tents” where we will always have quiet times with Him, however noisy our
times with the world may be. There are not three levels of spiritual life—worship, waiting, and
work. Yet some of us seem to jump like spiritual frogs from worship to waiting, and from waiting
to work. God’s idea is that the three should go together as one. They were always together in the
life of our Lord and in perfect harmony. It is a discipline that must be developed; it will not happen
overnight.January 7Intimate with Jesus“Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you so long, and yet
you have not known Me, Philip?’ ”John 14:9These words were not spoken as a rebuke, nor even
with surprise; Jesus was encouraging Philip to draw closer. Yet the last person we get intimate
with is Jesus. Before Pentecost the disciples knew Jesus as the One who gave them power to



conquer demons and to bring about a revival (see Luke 10:18–20). It was a wonderful intimacy,
but there was a much closer intimacy to come: “I have called you friends” (John 15:15). True
friendship is rare on earth. It means identifying with someone in thought, heart, and spirit. The
whole experience of life is designed to enable us to enter into this closest relationship with Jesus
Christ. We receive His blessings and know His Word, but do we really know Him?Jesus said, “It
is to your advantage that I go away” (John 16:7). He left that relationship to lead them even
closer. It is a joy to Jesus when a disciple takes time to walk more intimately with Him. The
bearing of fruit is always shown in Scripture to be the visible result of an intimate relationship
with Jesus Christ (see John 15:1–4).Once we get intimate with Jesus we are never lonely and
we never lack for understanding or compassion. We can continually pour out our hearts to Him
without being perceived as overly emotional or pitiful. The Christian who is truly intimate with
Jesus will never draw attention to himself but will only show the evidence of a life where Jesus is
completely in control. This is the outcome of allowing Jesus to satisfy every area of life to its
depth. The picture resulting from such a life is that of the strong, calm balance that our Lord
gives to those who are intimate with Him.January 7Intimate with Jesus“Jesus said to him, ‘Have I
been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip?’ ”John 14:9These words were
not spoken as a rebuke, nor even with surprise; Jesus was encouraging Philip to draw closer. Yet
the last person we get intimate with is Jesus. Before Pentecost the disciples knew Jesus as the
One who gave them power to conquer demons and to bring about a revival (see Luke 10:18–20).
It was a wonderful intimacy, but there was a much closer intimacy to come: “I have called you
friends” (John 15:15). True friendship is rare on earth. It means identifying with someone in
thought, heart, and spirit. The whole experience of life is designed to enable us to enter into this
closest relationship with Jesus Christ. We receive His blessings and know His Word, but do we
really know Him?Jesus said, “It is to your advantage that I go away” (John 16:7). He left that
relationship to lead them even closer. It is a joy to Jesus when a disciple takes time to walk more
intimately with Him. The bearing of fruit is always shown in Scripture to be the visible result of an
intimate relationship with Jesus Christ (see John 15:1–4).Once we get intimate with Jesus we
are never lonely and we never lack for understanding or compassion. We can continually pour
out our hearts to Him without being perceived as overly emotional or pitiful. The Christian who is
truly intimate with Jesus will never draw attention to himself but will only show the evidence of a
life where Jesus is completely in control. This is the outcome of allowing Jesus to satisfy every
area of life to its depth. The picture resulting from such a life is that of the strong, calm balance
that our Lord gives to those who are intimate with Him.January 8Is My Sacrifice
Living?“Abraham built an altar . . . ; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar.”Genesis
22:9This event is a picture of the mistake we make in thinking that the ultimate God wants of us
is the sacrifice of death. What God wants is the sacrifice through death which enables us to do
what Jesus did, that is, sacrifice our lives. Not—“Lord, I am ready to go with You . . . to
death” (Luke 22:33). But—“I am willing to be identified with Your death so that I may sacrifice my
life to God.”We seem to think that God wants us to give up things! God purified Abraham from



this error, and the same process is at work in our lives. God never tells us to give up things just
for the sake of giving them up, but He tells us to give them up for the sake of the only thing worth
having, namely, life with Himself. It is a matter of loosening the bands that hold back our lives.
Those bands are loosened immediately by identification with the death of Jesus. Then we enter
into a relationship with God whereby we may sacrifice our lives to Him.It is of no value to God to
give Him your life for death. He wants you to be a “living sacrifice”—to let Him have all your
strengths that have been saved and sanctified through Jesus (Romans 12:1). This is what is
acceptable to God.January 8Is My Sacrifice Living?“Abraham built an altar . . . ; and he bound
Isaac his son and laid him on the altar.”Genesis 22:9This event is a picture of the mistake we
make in thinking that the ultimate God wants of us is the sacrifice of death. What God wants is
the sacrifice through death which enables us to do what Jesus did, that is, sacrifice our lives. Not
—“Lord, I am ready to go with You . . . to death” (Luke 22:33). But—“I am willing to be identified
with Your death so that I may sacrifice my life to God.”We seem to think that God wants us to
give up things! God purified Abraham from this error, and the same process is at work in our
lives. God never tells us to give up things just for the sake of giving them up, but He tells us to
give them up for the sake of the only thing worth having, namely, life with Himself. It is a matter of
loosening the bands that hold back our lives. Those bands are loosened immediately by
identification with the death of Jesus. Then we enter into a relationship with God whereby we
may sacrifice our lives to Him.It is of no value to God to give Him your life for death. He wants
you to be a “living sacrifice”—to let Him have all your strengths that have been saved and
sanctified through Jesus (Romans 12:1). This is what is acceptable to God.January 9Prayerful
Inner-Searching“May your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless.”1
Thessalonians 5:23“Your whole spirit . . .” The great, mysterious work of the Holy Spirit is in the
deep recesses of our being which we cannot reach. Read Psalm 139. The psalmist implies—“O
Lord, You are the God of the early mornings, the God of the late nights, the God of the mountain
peaks, and the God of the sea. But, my God, my soul has horizons further away than those of
early mornings, deeper darkness than the nights of earth, higher peaks than any mountain
peaks, greater depths than any sea in nature. You who are the God of all these, be my God. I
cannot reach to the heights or to the depths; there are motives I cannot discover, dreams I
cannot realize. My God, search me.”Do we believe that God can fortify and protect our thought
processes far beyond where we can go? “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from
all sin” (1 John 1:7). If this verse means cleansing only on our conscious level, may God have
mercy on us. The man who has been dulled by sin will say that he is not even conscious of it. But
the cleansing from sin we experience will reach to the heights and depths of our spirit if we will
“walk in the light as He is in the light” (1:7). The same Spirit that fed the life of Jesus Christ will
feed the life of our spirit. It is only when we are protected by God with the miraculous sacredness
of the Holy Spirit that our spirit, soul, and body can be preserved in pure uprightness until the
coming of Jesus—no longer condemned in God’s sight.We should more frequently allow our
minds to meditate on these great, massive truths of God.January 9Prayerful Inner-



Searching“May your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless.”1 Thessalonians
5:23“Your whole spirit . . .” The great, mysterious work of the Holy Spirit is in the deep recesses
of our being which we cannot reach. Read Psalm 139. The psalmist implies—“O Lord, You are
the God of the early mornings, the God of the late nights, the God of the mountain peaks, and
the God of the sea. But, my God, my soul has horizons further away than those of early
mornings, deeper darkness than the nights of earth, higher peaks than any mountain peaks,
greater depths than any sea in nature. You who are the God of all these, be my God. I cannot
reach to the heights or to the depths; there are motives I cannot discover, dreams I cannot
realize. My God, search me.”Do we believe that God can fortify and protect our thought
processes far beyond where we can go? “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from
all sin” (1 John 1:7). If this verse means cleansing only on our conscious level, may God have
mercy on us. The man who has been dulled by sin will say that he is not even conscious of it. But
the cleansing from sin we experience will reach to the heights and depths of our spirit if we will
“walk in the light as He is in the light” (1:7). The same Spirit that fed the life of Jesus Christ will
feed the life of our spirit. It is only when we are protected by God with the miraculous sacredness
of the Holy Spirit that our spirit, soul, and body can be preserved in pure uprightness until the
coming of Jesus—no longer condemned in God’s sight.We should more frequently allow our
minds to meditate on these great, massive truths of God.January 10The Opened Sight“I now
send you, to open their eyes . . . that they may receive forgiveness of sins.”Acts 26:17–18This
verse is the greatest example of the true essence of the message of a disciple of Jesus Christ in
all of the New -Testament.God’s first sovereign work of grace is summed up in the words “that
they may receive forgiveness of sins.” When a person fails in his personal Christian life, it is
usually because he has never received anything. The only sign that a person is saved is that he
has received something from Jesus Christ. Our job as workers for God is to open people’s eyes
so that they may turn themselves from darkness to light. But that is not salvation; it is conversion
—only the effort of an awakened human being. I do not think it is too broad a statement to say
that the majority of so-called Christians are like this. Their eyes are open, but they have received
nothing. Conversion is not regeneration. This is a neglected fact in our preaching today. When a
person is born again, he knows that it is because he has received something as a gift from
Almighty God and not because of his own decision. People may make vows and promises, and
may be determined to follow through, but none of this is salvation. Salvation means that we are
brought to the place where we are able to receive something from God on the authority of Jesus
Christ, namely, forgiveness of sins.This is followed by God’s second mighty work of grace: “an
inheritance among those who are sanctified.” In sanctification, the one who has been born again
deliberately gives up his right to himself to Jesus Christ, and identifies himself entirely with God’s
ministry to others.January 10The Opened Sight“I now send you, to open their eyes . . . that they
may receive forgiveness of sins.”Acts 26:17–18This verse is the greatest example of the true
essence of the message of a disciple of Jesus Christ in all of the New -Testament.God’s first
sovereign work of grace is summed up in the words “that they may receive forgiveness of sins.”



When a person fails in his personal Christian life, it is usually because he has never received
anything. The only sign that a person is saved is that he has received something from Jesus
Christ. Our job as workers for God is to open people’s eyes so that they may turn themselves
from darkness to light. But that is not salvation; it is conversion—only the effort of an awakened
human being. I do not think it is too broad a statement to say that the majority of so-called
Christians are like this. Their eyes are open, but they have received nothing. Conversion is not
regeneration. This is a neglected fact in our preaching today. When a person is born again, he
knows that it is because he has received something as a gift from Almighty God and not
because of his own decision. People may make vows and promises, and may be determined to
follow through, but none of this is salvation. Salvation means that we are brought to the place
where we are able to receive something from God on the authority of Jesus Christ, namely,
forgiveness of sins.This is followed by God’s second mighty work of grace: “an inheritance
among those who are sanctified.” In sanctification, the one who has been born again deliberately
gives up his right to himself to Jesus Christ, and identifies himself entirely with God’s ministry to
others.January 11What My Obedience to God Costs Other People“As they led Him away, they
laid hold of a certain man, Simon . . . , and on him they laid the cross that he might bear it after
Jesus.”Luke 23:26If we obey God, it is going to cost other people more than it costs us, and that
is where the pain begins. If we are in love with our Lord, obedience does not cost us anything—it
is a delight. But to those who do not love Him, our obedience does cost a great deal. If we obey
God, it will mean that other people’s plans are upset. They will ridicule us as if to say, “You call
this Christianity?” We could prevent the suffering, but not if we are obedient to God. We must let
the cost be paid.When our obedience begins to cost others, our human pride entrenches itself
and we say, “I will never accept anything from anyone.” But we must, or disobey God. We have
no right to think that the type of relationships we have with others should be any different from
those the Lord Himself had (see Luke 8:1–3).A lack of progress in our spiritual life results when
we try to bear all the costs ourselves. And actually, we cannot. Because we are so involved in the
universal purposes of God, others are immediately affected by our obedience to Him. Will we
remain faithful in our obedience to God and be willing to suffer the humiliation of refusing to be
independent? Or will we do just the opposite and say, “I will not cause other people to suffer”?
We can disobey God if we choose, and it will bring immediate relief to the situation, but it will
grieve our Lord. If, however, we obey God, He will care for those who have suffered the
consequences of our obedience. We must simply obey and leave all the consequences with
Him.Beware of the inclination to dictate to God what consequences you would allow as a
condition of your obedience to Him.January 11What My Obedience to God Costs Other
People“As they led Him away, they laid hold of a certain man, Simon . . . , and on him they laid
the cross that he might bear it after Jesus.”Luke 23:26If we obey God, it is going to cost other
people more than it costs us, and that is where the pain begins. If we are in love with our Lord,
obedience does not cost us anything—it is a delight. But to those who do not love Him, our
obedience does cost a great deal. If we obey God, it will mean that other people’s plans are



upset. They will ridicule us as if to say, “You call this Christianity?” We could prevent the
suffering, but not if we are obedient to God. We must let the cost be paid.When our obedience
begins to cost others, our human pride entrenches itself and we say, “I will never accept anything
from anyone.” But we must, or disobey God. We have no right to think that the type of
relationships we have with others should be any different from those the Lord Himself had (see
Luke 8:1–3).A lack of progress in our spiritual life results when we try to bear all the costs
ourselves. And actually, we cannot. Because we are so involved in the universal purposes of
God, others are immediately affected by our obedience to Him. Will we remain faithful in our
obedience to God and be willing to suffer the humiliation of refusing to be independent? Or will
we do just the opposite and say, “I will not cause other people to suffer”? We can disobey God if
we choose, and it will bring immediate relief to the situation, but it will grieve our Lord. If,
however, we obey God, He will care for those who have suffered the consequences of our
obedience. We must simply obey and leave all the consequences with Him.Beware of the
inclination to dictate to God what consequences you would allow as a condition of your
obedience to Him.January 12Have You Ever Been Alone with God?“When they were alone, He
explained all things to His disciples.”Mark 4:34Our Solitude with Him. Jesus doesn’t take us
aside and explain things to us all the time; He explains things to us as we are able to understand
them. The lives of others are examples for us, but God requires us to examine our own souls. It is
slow work—so slow that it takes God all of time and eternity to make a man or woman conform
to His purpose. We can only be used by God after we allow Him to show us the deep, hidden
areas of our own character. It is astounding how ignorant we are about ourselves! We don’t even
recognize the envy, laziness, or pride within us when we see it. But Jesus will reveal to us
everything we have held within ourselves before His grace began to work. How many of us have
learned to look inwardly with courage?We have to get rid of the idea that we understand
ourselves. That is always the last bit of pride to go. The only One who understands us is God.
The greatest curse in our spiritual life is pride. If we have ever had a glimpse of what we are like
in the sight of God, we will never say, “Oh, I’m so unworthy.” We will understand that this goes
without saying. But as long as there is any doubt that we are unworthy, God will continue to close
us in until He gets us alone. Whenever there is any element of pride or conceit remaining, Jesus
can’t teach us anything. He will allow us to experience heartbreak or the disappointment we feel
when our intellectual pride is wounded. He will reveal numerous misplaced affections or desires
—things over which we never thought He would have to get us alone. Many things are shown to
us, often without effect. But when God gets us alone over them, they will be clear.January
12Have You Ever Been Alone with God?“When they were alone, He explained all things to His
disciples.”Mark 4:34Our Solitude with Him. Jesus doesn’t take us aside and explain things to us
all the time; He explains things to us as we are able to understand them. The lives of others are
examples for us, but God requires us to examine our own souls. It is slow work—so slow that it
takes God all of time and eternity to make a man or woman conform to His purpose. We can only
be used by God after we allow Him to show us the deep, hidden areas of our own character. It is



astounding how ignorant we are about ourselves! We don’t even recognize the envy, laziness, or
pride within us when we see it. But Jesus will reveal to us everything we have held within
ourselves before His grace began to work. How many of us have learned to look inwardly with
courage?We have to get rid of the idea that we understand ourselves. That is always the last bit
of pride to go. The only One who understands us is God. The greatest curse in our spiritual life is
pride. If we have ever had a glimpse of what we are like in the sight of God, we will never say,
“Oh, I’m so unworthy.” We will understand that this goes without saying. But as long as there is
any doubt that we are unworthy, God will continue to close us in until He gets us alone.
Whenever there is any element of pride or conceit remaining, Jesus can’t teach us anything. He
will allow us to experience heartbreak or the disappointment we feel when our intellectual pride
is wounded. He will reveal numerous misplaced affections or desires—things over which we
never thought He would have to get us alone. Many things are shown to us, often without effect.
But when God gets us alone over them, they will be clear.January 13Have You Ever Been Alone
with God?“When He was alone . . . the twelve asked Him about the parable.”Mark 4:10His
Solitude with Us. When God gets us alone through suffering, heartbreak, temptation,
disappointment, sickness, or by thwarted desires, a broken friendship, or a new -friendship—
when He gets us absolutely alone, and we are totally speechless, unable to ask even one
question, then He begins to teach us. Notice Jesus Christ’s training of the Twelve. It was the
disciples, not the crowd outside, who were confused. His disciples constantly asked Him
questions, and He constantly explained things to them, but they didn’t understand until after they
received the Holy Spirit (see John 14:26).As you journey with God, the only thing He intends to
be clear is the way He deals with your soul. The sorrows and difficulties in the lives of others will
be absolutely confusing to you. We think we understand another person’s struggle until God
reveals the same shortcomings in our lives. There are vast areas of stubbornness and ignorance
the Holy Spirit has to reveal in each of us, but it can only be done when Jesus gets us alone. Are
we alone with Him now? Or are we more concerned with our own ideas, friendships, and cares
for our bodies? Jesus cannot teach us anything until we quiet all our intellectual questions and
get alone with Him.January 13Have You Ever Been Alone with God?“When He was alone . . . the
twelve asked Him about the parable.”Mark 4:10His Solitude with Us. When God gets us alone
through suffering, heartbreak, temptation, disappointment, sickness, or by thwarted desires, a
broken friendship, or a new -friendship—when He gets us absolutely alone, and we are totally
speechless, unable to ask even one question, then He begins to teach us. Notice Jesus Christ’s
training of the Twelve. It was the disciples, not the crowd outside, who were confused. His
disciples constantly asked Him questions, and He constantly explained things to them, but they
didn’t understand until after they received the Holy Spirit (see John 14:26).As you journey with
God, the only thing He intends to be clear is the way He deals with your soul. The sorrows and
difficulties in the lives of others will be absolutely confusing to you. We think we understand
another person’s struggle until God reveals the same shortcomings in our lives. There are vast
areas of stubbornness and ignorance the Holy Spirit has to reveal in each of us, but it can only



be done when Jesus gets us alone. Are we alone with Him now? Or are we more concerned with
our own ideas, friendships, and cares for our bodies? Jesus cannot teach us anything until we
quiet all our intellectual questions and get alone with Him.January 14Called by God“I heard the
voice of the Lord, saying: ‘Whomshall I send, and who will go for Us?’ ThenI said, ‘Here am I!
Send me.’ ”Isaiah 6:8God did not direct His call to Isaiah—Isaiah overheard God saying, “Who
will go for Us?” The call of God is not just for a select few but for everyone. Whether I hear God’s
call or not depends on the condition of my ears, and exactly what I hear depends upon my
spiritual attitude. “Many are called, but few are chosen” (Matthew 22:14). That is, few prove that
they are the chosen ones. The chosen ones are those who have come into a relationship with
God through Jesus Christ and have had their spiritual condition changed and their ears opened.
Then they hear “the voice of the Lord” continually asking, “Who will go for Us?” However, God
doesn’t single out someone and say, “Now, you go.” He did not force His will on Isaiah. Isaiah
was in the presence of God, and he overheard the call. His response, performed in complete
freedom, could only be to say, “Here am I! Send me.”Remove the thought from your mind of
expecting God to come to force you or to plead with you. When our Lord called His disciples, He
did it without irresistible pressure from the outside. The quiet, yet passionate, insistence of His
“Follow Me” was spoken to men whose every sense was receptive (-Matthew 4:19). If we will
allow the Holy Spirit to bring us face-to-face with God, we too will hear what Isaiah heard—“the
voice of the Lord.” In perfect freedom we too will say, “Here am I! Send me.”January 14Called by
God“I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: ‘Whomshall I send, and who will go for Us?’ ThenI
said, ‘Here am I! Send me.’ ”Isaiah 6:8God did not direct His call to Isaiah—Isaiah overheard
God saying, “Who will go for Us?” The call of God is not just for a select few but for everyone.
Whether I hear God’s call or not depends on the condition of my ears, and exactly what I hear
depends upon my spiritual attitude. “Many are called, but few are chosen” (Matthew 22:14). That
is, few prove that they are the chosen ones. The chosen ones are those who have come into a
relationship with God through Jesus Christ and have had their spiritual condition changed and
their ears opened. Then they hear “the voice of the Lord” continually asking, “Who will go for
Us?” However, God doesn’t single out someone and say, “Now, you go.” He did not force His will
on Isaiah. Isaiah was in the presence of God, and he overheard the call. His response,
performed in complete freedom, could only be to say, “Here am I! Send me.”Remove the thought
from your mind of expecting God to come to force you or to plead with you. When our Lord called
His disciples, He did it without irresistible pressure from the outside. The quiet, yet passionate,
insistence of His “Follow Me” was spoken to men whose every sense was receptive (-Matthew
4:19). If we will allow the Holy Spirit to bring us face-to-face with God, we too will hear what
Isaiah heard—“the voice of the Lord.” In perfect freedom we too will say, “Here am I! Send
me.”January 15Do You Walk in White?“We were buried with Him . . . that just as Christ was
raised from the dead . . . even so we also should walk in newness of life.”Romans 6:4No one
experiences complete sanctification without going through a “white funeral”—the burial of the
old life. If there has never been this crucial moment of change through death, sanctification will



never be more than an elusive dream. There must be a “white funeral,” a death with only one
resurrection—a resurrection into the life of Jesus Christ. Nothing can defeat a life like this. It has
oneness with God for only one purpose—to be a witness for Him.Have you really come to your
last days? You have often come to them in your mind, but have you really experienced them?
You cannot die or go to your funeral in a mood of excitement. Death means you stop being. You
must agree with God and stop being the intensely striving kind of Christian you have been. We
avoid the cemetery and continually refuse our own death. It will not happen by striving, but by
yielding to death. It is dying—being “baptized into His death” (Romans 6:3).Have you had your
“white funeral,” or are you piously deceiving your own soul? Has there been a point in your life
which you now mark as your last day? Is there a place in your life to which you go back in
memory with humility and overwhelming gratitude, so that you can honestly proclaim, “Yes, it
was then, at my ‘white funeral,’ that I made an agreement with God.”“This is the will of God, your
sanctification” (1 Thessalonians 4:3). Once you truly realize this is God’s will, you will enter into
the process of sanctification as a natural response. Are you willing to experience that “white
funeral” now? Will you agree with Him that this is your last day on earth? The moment of
agreement depends on you.January 15Do You Walk in White?“We were buried with Him . . . that
just as Christ was raised from the dead . . . even so we also should walk in newness of
life.”Romans 6:4No one experiences complete sanctification without going through a “white
funeral”—the burial of the old life. If there has never been this crucial moment of change through
death, sanctification will never be more than an elusive dream. There must be a “white funeral,” a
death with only one resurrection—a resurrection into the life of Jesus Christ. Nothing can defeat
a life like this. It has oneness with God for only one purpose—to be a witness for Him.Have you
really come to your last days? You have often come to them in your mind, but have you really
experienced them? You cannot die or go to your funeral in a mood of excitement. Death means
you stop being. You must agree with God and stop being the intensely striving kind of Christian
you have been. We avoid the cemetery and continually refuse our own death. It will not happen
by striving, but by yielding to death. It is dying—being “baptized into His death” (Romans
6:3).Have you had your “white funeral,” or are you piously deceiving your own soul? Has there
been a point in your life which you now mark as your last day? Is there a place in your life to
which you go back in memory with humility and overwhelming gratitude, so that you can
honestly proclaim, “Yes, it was then, at my ‘white funeral,’ that I made an agreement with
God.”“This is the will of God, your sanctification” (1 Thessalonians 4:3). Once you truly realize
this is God’s will, you will enter into the process of sanctification as a natural response. Are you
willing to experience that “white funeral” now? Will you agree with Him that this is your last day
on earth? The moment of agreement depends on you.January 16The Voice of the Nature of
God“I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?’ ”Isaiah
6:8When we talk about the call of God, we often forget the most important thing, namely, the
nature of Him who calls. There are many things calling each of us today. Some of these calls will
be answered, and others will not even be heard. The call is the expression of the nature of the



One who calls, and we can only recognize the call if that same nature is in us. The call of God is
the expression of God’s nature, not ours. God providentially weaves the threads of His call
through our lives, and only we can distinguish them. It is the threading of God’s voice directly to
us over a certain concern, and it is useless to seek another person’s opinion of it. Our dealings
over the call of God should be kept exclusively between ourselves and Him.The call of God is
not a reflection of my nature; my personal desires and temperament are of no consideration. As
long as I dwell on my own qualities and traits and think about what I am suited for, I will never
hear the call of God. But when God brings me into the right relationship with Himself, I will be in
the same condition Isaiah was. Isaiah was so attuned to God, because of the great crisis he had
just endured, that the call of God penetrated his soul. The majority of us cannot hear anything
but ourselves. And we cannot hear anything God says. But to be brought to the place where we
can hear the call of God is to be profoundly changed.January 16The Voice of the Nature of
God“I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?’ ”Isaiah
6:8When we talk about the call of God, we often forget the most important thing, namely, the
nature of Him who calls. There are many things calling each of us today. Some of these calls will
be answered, and others will not even be heard. The call is the expression of the nature of the
One who calls, and we can only recognize the call if that same nature is in us. The call of God is
the expression of God’s nature, not ours. God providentially weaves the threads of His call
through our lives, and only we can distinguish them. It is the threading of God’s voice directly to
us over a certain concern, and it is useless to seek another person’s opinion of it. Our dealings
over the call of God should be kept exclusively between ourselves and Him.The call of God is
not a reflection of my nature; my personal desires and temperament are of no consideration. As
long as I dwell on my own qualities and traits and think about what I am suited for, I will never
hear the call of God. But when God brings me into the right relationship with Himself, I will be in
the same condition Isaiah was. Isaiah was so attuned to God, because of the great crisis he had
just endured, that the call of God penetrated his soul. The majority of us cannot hear anything
but ourselves. And we cannot hear anything God says. But to be brought to the place where we
can hear the call of God is to be profoundly changed.January 17The Call of the Natural
Life“When it pleased God . . . to reveal His Son in me.”Galatians 1:15–16The call of God is not a
call to serve Him in any particular way. My contact with the nature of God will shape my
understanding of His call and will help me realize what I truly desire to do for Him. The call of
God is an expression of His nature; the service which results in my life is suited to me and is an
expression of my nature. The call of the natural life was stated by the apostle Paul—“When it
pleased God . . . to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him [that is, purely and solemnly
express Him] among the Gentiles.”Service is the overflow which pours from a life filled with love
and devotion. But strictly speaking, there is no call to that. Service is what I bring to the
relationship and is the reflection of my identification with the nature of God. Service becomes a
natural part of my life. God brings me into the proper relationship with Himself so that I can
understand His call, and then I serve Him on my own out of a motivation of absolute love.



Service to God is the deliberate love-gift of a nature that has heard the call of God. Service is an
expression of my nature, and God’s call is an expression of His nature. Therefore, when I receive
His nature and hear His call, His divine voice resounds throughout His nature and mine and the
two become one in service. The Son of God reveals Himself in me, and out of devotion to Him
service becomes my everyday way of life.January 17The Call of the Natural Life“When it
pleased God . . . to reveal His Son in me.”Galatians 1:15–16The call of God is not a call to serve
Him in any particular way. My contact with the nature of God will shape my understanding of His
call and will help me realize what I truly desire to do for Him. The call of God is an expression of
His nature; the service which results in my life is suited to me and is an expression of my nature.
The call of the natural life was stated by the apostle Paul—“When it pleased God . . . to reveal
His Son in me, that I might preach Him [that is, purely and solemnly express Him] among the
Gentiles.”Service is the overflow which pours from a life filled with love and devotion. But strictly
speaking, there is no call to that. Service is what I bring to the relationship and is the reflection of
my identification with the nature of God. Service becomes a natural part of my life. God brings
me into the proper relationship with Himself so that I can understand His call, and then I serve
Him on my own out of a motivation of absolute love. Service to God is the deliberate love-gift of a
nature that has heard the call of God. Service is an expression of my nature, and God’s call is an
expression of His nature. Therefore, when I receive His nature and hear His call, His divine voice
resounds throughout His nature and mine and the two become one in service. The Son of God
reveals Himself in me, and out of devotion to Him service becomes my everyday way of
life.January 18“It Is the Lord!”“Thomas answered and said to Him,‘My Lord and my God!’ ”John
20:28“Jesus said to her, ‘Give Me a drink’ ” (John 4:7). How many of us are expecting Jesus
Christ to quench our thirst when we should be satisfying Him! We should be pouring out our
lives, investing our total beings, not drawing on Him to satisfy us. “You shall be witnesses to
Me” (Acts 1:8). That means lives of pure, uncompromising, and unrestrained devotion to the
Lord Jesus, which will be satisfying to Him wherever He may send us.Beware of anything that
competes with your loyalty to Jesus Christ. The greatest competitor of true devotion to Jesus is
the service we do for Him. It is easier to serve than to pour out our lives completely for Him. The
goal of the call of God is His satisfaction, not simply that we should do something for Him. We
are not sent to do battle for God, but to be used by God in His battles. Are we more devoted to
service than we are to Jesus Christ Himself?January 18“It Is the Lord!”“Thomas answered and
said to Him,‘My Lord and my God!’ ”John 20:28“Jesus said to her, ‘Give Me a drink’ ” (John 4:7).
How many of us are expecting Jesus Christ to quench our thirst when we should be satisfying
Him! We should be pouring out our lives, investing our total beings, not drawing on Him to satisfy
us. “You shall be witnesses to Me” (Acts 1:8). That means lives of pure, uncompromising, and
unrestrained devotion to the Lord Jesus, which will be satisfying to Him wherever He may send
us.Beware of anything that competes with your loyalty to Jesus Christ. The greatest competitor
of true devotion to Jesus is the service we do for Him. It is easier to serve than to pour out our
lives completely for Him. The goal of the call of God is His satisfaction, not simply that we should



do something for Him. We are not sent to do battle for God, but to be used by God in His battles.
Are we more devoted to service than we are to Jesus Christ Himself?January 19Vision and
Darkness“When the sun was going down, a deep sleepfell upon Abram; and behold, horror and
great darkness fell upon him.”Genesis 15:12Whenever God gives a vision to a Christian, it is as
if He puts him in “the shadow of His hand” (Isaiah 49:2). The saint’s duty is to be still and listen.
There is a “darkness” that comes from too much light—that is the time to listen. The story of
Abram and Hagar in Genesis 16 is an excellent example of listening to so-called good advice
during a time of darkness, rather than waiting for God to send the light. When God gives you a
vision and darkness follows, wait. God will bring the vision He has given you to reality in your life
if you will wait on His timing. Never try to help God fulfill His word. Abram went through thirteen
years of silence, but in those years all of his self-sufficiency was destroyed. He grew past the
point of relying on his own common sense. Those years of silence were a time of discipline, not
a period of God’s displeasure. There is never any need to pretend that your life is filled with joy
and confidence; just wait upon God and be grounded in Him (see Isaiah 50:10–11).Do I trust at
all in the flesh? Or have I learned to go beyond all confidence in myself and other people of
God? Do I trust in books and prayers or other joys in my life? Or have I placed my confidence in
God Himself, not in His blessings? “I am Almighty God”—El-Shaddai, the All-Powerful God (-
Genesis 17:1). The reason we are all being disciplined is that we will know God is real. As soon
as God becomes real to us, people pale by comparison, becoming shadows of reality. Nothing
that other saints do or say can ever upset the one who is built on God.January 19Vision and
Darkness“When the sun was going down, a deep sleepfell upon Abram; and behold, horror and
great darkness fell upon him.”Genesis 15:12Whenever God gives a vision to a Christian, it is as
if He puts him in “the shadow of His hand” (Isaiah 49:2). The saint’s duty is to be still and listen.
There is a “darkness” that comes from too much light—that is the time to listen. The story of
Abram and Hagar in Genesis 16 is an excellent example of listening to so-called good advice
during a time of darkness, rather than waiting for God to send the light. When God gives you a
vision and darkness follows, wait. God will bring the vision He has given you to reality in your life
if you will wait on His timing. Never try to help God fulfill His word. Abram went through thirteen
years of silence, but in those years all of his self-sufficiency was destroyed. He grew past the
point of relying on his own common sense. Those years of silence were a time of discipline, not
a period of God’s displeasure. There is never any need to pretend that your life is filled with joy
and confidence; just wait upon God and be grounded in Him (see Isaiah 50:10–11).Do I trust at
all in the flesh? Or have I learned to go beyond all confidence in myself and other people of
God? Do I trust in books and prayers or other joys in my life? Or have I placed my confidence in
God Himself, not in His blessings? “I am Almighty God”—El-Shaddai, the All-Powerful God (-
Genesis 17:1). The reason we are all being disciplined is that we will know God is real. As soon
as God becomes real to us, people pale by comparison, becoming shadows of reality. Nothing
that other saints do or say can ever upset the one who is built on God.January 20Are You Fresh
for Everything?“Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Most assuredly,I say to you, unless one is born



again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.’ ”John 3:3Sometimes we are fresh and eager to
attend a prayer meeting, but do we feel that same freshness for such mundane tasks as
polishing shoes?Being born again by the Spirit is an unmistakable work of God, as mysterious
as the wind, and as surprising as God Himself. We don’t know where it begins—it is hidden away
in the depths of our soul. Being born again from above is an enduring, perpetual, and eternal
beginning. It provides a freshness all the time in thinking, talking, and living—a continual surprise
of the life of God. Staleness is an indication that something in our lives is out of step with God.
We say to ourselves, “I have to do this thing or it will never get done.” That is the first sign of
staleness. Do we feel fresh this very moment or are we stale, frantically searching our minds for
something to do? Freshness is not the result of obedience; it comes from the Holy Spirit.
Obedience keeps us “in the light as He is in the light” (1 John 1:7).Jealously guard your
relationship with God. Jesus prayed “that they may be one just as We are one”—with nothing in
between (John 17:22). Keep your whole life continually open to Jesus Christ. Don’t pretend to be
open with Him. Are you drawing your life from any source other than God Himself? If you are
depending on something else as your source of freshness and strength, you will not realize
when His power is gone.Being born of the Spirit means much more than we usually think. It
gives us new vision and keeps us absolutely fresh for everything through the never-ending
supply of the life of God.January 20Are You Fresh for Everything?“Jesus answered and said to
him, ‘Most assuredly,I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.’
”John 3:3Sometimes we are fresh and eager to attend a prayer meeting, but do we feel that
same freshness for such mundane tasks as polishing shoes?Being born again by the Spirit is an
unmistakable work of God, as mysterious as the wind, and as surprising as God Himself. We
don’t know where it begins—it is hidden away in the depths of our soul. Being born again from
above is an enduring, perpetual, and eternal beginning. It provides a freshness all the time in
thinking, talking, and living—a continual surprise of the life of God. Staleness is an indication
that something in our lives is out of step with God. We say to ourselves, “I have to do this thing or
it will never get done.” That is the first sign of staleness. Do we feel fresh this very moment or are
we stale, frantically searching our minds for something to do? Freshness is not the result of
obedience; it comes from the Holy Spirit. Obedience keeps us “in the light as He is in the light” (1
John 1:7).Jealously guard your relationship with God. Jesus prayed “that they may be one just
as We are one”—with nothing in between (John 17:22). Keep your whole life continually open to
Jesus Christ. Don’t pretend to be open with Him. Are you drawing your life from any source other
than God Himself? If you are depending on something else as your source of freshness and
strength, you will not realize when His power is gone.Being born of the Spirit means much more
than we usually think. It gives us new vision and keeps us absolutely fresh for everything through
the never-ending supply of the life of God.January 21Recall What God Remembers“Thus says
the Lord: ‘I remember . . . the kindness of your youth.’ ”Jeremiah 2:2Am I as spontaneously kind
to God as I used to be, or am I only expecting God to be kind to me? Does everything in my life
fill His heart with gladness, or do I constantly complain because things don’t seem to be going



my way? A person who has forgotten what God treasures will not be filled with joy. It is wonderful
to remember that Jesus Christ has needs which we can meet—“Give Me a drink” (John 4:7).
How much kindness have I shown Him in the past week? Has my life been a good reflection on
His reputation?God is saying to His people, “You are not in love with Me now, but I remember a
time when you were.” He says, “I remember . . . the love of your betrothal” (Jeremiah 2:2). Am I as
filled to overflowing with love for Jesus Christ as I was in the beginning, when I went out of my
way to prove my devotion to Him? Does He ever find me pondering the time when I cared only
for Him? Is that where I am now, or have I chosen man’s wisdom over true love for Him? Am I so
in love with Him that I take no thought for where He might lead me? Or am I watching to see how
much respect I get as I measure how much service I should give Him?As I recall what God
remembers about me, I may also begin to realize that He is not what He used to be to me. When
this happens, I should allow the shame and humiliation it creates in my life, because it will bring
godly sorrow, and “godly sorrow produces repentance” (2 Corinthians 7:10).January 21Recall
What God Remembers“Thus says the Lord: ‘I remember . . . the kindness of your youth.’
”Jeremiah 2:2Am I as spontaneously kind to God as I used to be, or am I only expecting God to
be kind to me? Does everything in my life fill His heart with gladness, or do I constantly complain
because things don’t seem to be going my way? A person who has forgotten what God
treasures will not be filled with joy. It is wonderful to remember that Jesus Christ has needs
which we can meet—“Give Me a drink” (John 4:7). How much kindness have I shown Him in the
past week? Has my life been a good reflection on His reputation?God is saying to His people,
“You are not in love with Me now, but I remember a time when you were.” He says, “I
remember . . . the love of your betrothal” (Jeremiah 2:2). Am I as filled to overflowing with love for
Jesus Christ as I was in the beginning, when I went out of my way to prove my devotion to Him?
Does He ever find me pondering the time when I cared only for Him? Is that where I am now, or
have I chosen man’s wisdom over true love for Him? Am I so in love with Him that I take no
thought for where He might lead me? Or am I watching to see how much respect I get as I
measure how much service I should give Him?As I recall what God remembers about me, I may
also begin to realize that He is not what He used to be to me. When this happens, I should allow
the shame and humiliation it creates in my life, because it will bring godly sorrow, and “godly
sorrow produces repentance” (2 Corinthians 7:10).January 22Am I Looking to God?“Look to Me,
and be saved.”Isaiah 45:22Do we expect God to come to us with His blessings and save us? He
says, “Look to Me, and be saved.” The greatest difficulty spiritually is to concentrate on God, and
His blessings are what make it so difficult. Troubles almost always make us look to God, but His
blessings tend to divert our attention elsewhere. The basic lesson of the Sermon on the Mount is
to narrow all your interests until your mind, heart, and body are focused on Jesus Christ. “Look to
Me . . .”Many of us have a mental picture of what a Christian should be, and looking at this image
in other Christians’ lives becomes a hindrance to our focusing on God. This is not salvation—it is
not simple enough. He says, in effect, “Look to Me and you are saved,” not “You will be saved
someday.” We will find what we are looking for if we will concentrate on Him. We get distracted



from God and irritable with Him while He continues to say to us, “Look to Me, and be saved.” Our
difficulties, our trials, and our worries about tomorrow all vanish when we look to God.Wake
yourself up and look to God. Build your hope on Him. No matter how many things seem to be
pressing in on you, be determined to push them aside and look to Him. “Look to Me . . .”
Salvation is yours the moment you look.January 22Am I Looking to God?“Look to Me, and be
saved.”Isaiah 45:22Do we expect God to come to us with His blessings and save us? He says,
“Look to Me, and be saved.” The greatest difficulty spiritually is to concentrate on God, and His
blessings are what make it so difficult. Troubles almost always make us look to God, but His
blessings tend to divert our attention elsewhere. The basic lesson of the Sermon on the Mount is
to narrow all your interests until your mind, heart, and body are focused on Jesus Christ. “Look to
Me . . .”Many of us have a mental picture of what a Christian should be, and looking at this image
in other Christians’ lives becomes a hindrance to our focusing on God. This is not salvation—it is
not simple enough. He says, in effect, “Look to Me and you are saved,” not “You will be saved
someday.” We will find what we are looking for if we will concentrate on Him. We get distracted
from God and irritable with Him while He continues to say to us, “Look to Me, and be saved.” Our
difficulties, our trials, and our worries about tomorrow all vanish when we look to God.Wake
yourself up and look to God. Build your hope on Him. No matter how many things seem to be
pressing in on you, be determined to push them aside and look to Him. “Look to Me . . .”
Salvation is yours the moment you look.January 23Transformed by Beholding“We all, with
unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same
image.”2 Corinthians 3:18The greatest characteristic a Christian can exhibit is this completely
unveiled openness before God, which allows that person’s life to become a mirror for others.
When the Spirit fills us, we are transformed, and by beholding God we become mirrors. You can
always tell when someone has been beholding the glory of the Lord, because your inner spirit
senses that he mirrors the Lord’s own character. Beware of anything that would spot or tarnish
that mirror in you. It is almost always something good that will stain it—something good, but not
what is best.The most important rule for us is to concentrate on keeping our lives open to God.
Let everything else including work, clothes, and food be set aside. The busyness of things
obscures our concentration on God. We must maintain a position of beholding Him, keeping our
lives completely spiritual through and through. Let other things come and go as they will; let
other people criticize us as they will; but never allow anything to obscure the life that “is hidden
with Christ in God” (-Colossians 3:3). Never let a hurried lifestyle disturb the relationship of
abiding in Him. This is an easy thing to allow, but we must guard against it. The most difficult
lesson of the Christian life is learning how to continue “beholding as in a mirror the glory of the
Lord.”January 23Transformed by Beholding“We all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror
the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image.”2 Corinthians 3:18The
greatest characteristic a Christian can exhibit is this completely unveiled openness before God,
which allows that person’s life to become a mirror for others. When the Spirit fills us, we are
transformed, and by beholding God we become mirrors. You can always tell when someone has



been beholding the glory of the Lord, because your inner spirit senses that he mirrors the Lord’s
own character. Beware of anything that would spot or tarnish that mirror in you. It is almost
always something good that will stain it—something good, but not what is best.The most
important rule for us is to concentrate on keeping our lives open to God. Let everything else
including work, clothes, and food be set aside. The busyness of things obscures our
concentration on God. We must maintain a position of beholding Him, keeping our lives
completely spiritual through and through. Let other things come and go as they will; let other
people criticize us as they will; but never allow anything to obscure the life that “is hidden with
Christ in God” (-Colossians 3:3). Never let a hurried lifestyle disturb the relationship of abiding in
Him. This is an easy thing to allow, but we must guard against it. The most difficult lesson of the
Christian life is learning how to continue “beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord.”January
24God’s Overpowering Purpose“I have appeared to you for this purpose.”Acts 26:16The vision
Paul had on the road to Damascus was not a passing emotional experience, but a vision that
had very clear and emphatic directions for him. And Paul stated, “I was not disobedient to the
heavenly vision” (Acts 26:19). Our Lord said to Paul, in effect, “Your whole life is to be
overpowered or subdued by Me; you are to have no end, no aim, and no purpose but Mine.” And
the Lord also says to us, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you
should go” (John 15:16).When we are born again, if we are spiritual at all, we have visions of
what Jesus wants us to be. It is important that I learn not to be “disobedient to the heavenly
vision”—not to doubt that it can be attained. It is not enough to give mental assent to the fact that
God has redeemed the world, nor even to know that the Holy Spirit can make all that Jesus did a
reality in my life. I must have the foundation of a personal relationship with Him. Paul was not
given a message or a doctrine to proclaim. He was brought into a vivid, personal, overpowering
relationship with Jesus Christ. Acts 26:16 is tremendously compelling “to make you a minister
and a witness.” There would be nothing there without a personal relationship. Paul was devoted
to a Person, not to a cause. He was absolutely Jesus Christ’s. He saw nothing else and he lived
for nothing else. “For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him
crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2).January 24God’s Overpowering Purpose“I have appeared to you
for this purpose.”Acts 26:16The vision Paul had on the road to Damascus was not a passing
emotional experience, but a vision that had very clear and emphatic directions for him. And Paul
stated, “I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision” (Acts 26:19). Our Lord said to Paul, in
effect, “Your whole life is to be overpowered or subdued by Me; you are to have no end, no aim,
and no purpose but Mine.” And the Lord also says to us, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you
and appointed you that you should go” (John 15:16).When we are born again, if we are spiritual
at all, we have visions of what Jesus wants us to be. It is important that I learn not to be
“disobedient to the heavenly vision”—not to doubt that it can be attained. It is not enough to give
mental assent to the fact that God has redeemed the world, nor even to know that the Holy Spirit
can make all that Jesus did a reality in my life. I must have the foundation of a personal
relationship with Him. Paul was not given a message or a doctrine to proclaim. He was brought



into a vivid, personal, overpowering relationship with Jesus Christ. Acts 26:16 is tremendously
compelling “to make you a minister and a witness.” There would be nothing there without a
personal relationship. Paul was devoted to a Person, not to a cause. He was absolutely Jesus
Christ’s. He saw nothing else and he lived for nothing else. “For I determined not to know
anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2).January
25Leave Room for God“When it pleased God . . .”Galatians 1:15As servants of God, we must
learn to make room for Him—to give God “elbow room.” We plan and figure and predict that this
or that will happen, but we forget to make room for God to come in as He chooses. Would we be
surprised if God came into our meeting or into our preaching in a way we had never expected
Him to come? Do not look for God to come in a particular way, but do look for Him. The way to
make room for Him is to expect Him to come, but not in a certain way. No matter how well we
may know God, the great lesson to learn is that He may break in at any minute. We tend to
overlook this element of surprise, yet God never works in any other way. Suddenly—God meets
our life—“when it pleased God . . .”Keep your life so constantly in touch with God that His
surprising power can break through at any point. Live in a constant state of expectancy, and
leave room for God to come in as He decides.January 25Leave Room for God“When it pleased
God . . .”Galatians 1:15As servants of God, we must learn to make room for Him—to give God
“elbow room.” We plan and figure and predict that this or that will happen, but we forget to make
room for God to come in as He chooses. Would we be surprised if God came into our meeting or
into our preaching in a way we had never expected Him to come? Do not look for God to come in
a particular way, but do look for Him. The way to make room for Him is to expect Him to come,
but not in a certain way. No matter how well we may know God, the great lesson to learn is that
He may break in at any minute. We tend to overlook this element of surprise, yet God never
works in any other way. Suddenly—God meets our life—“when it pleased God . . .”Keep your life
so constantly in touch with God that His surprising power can break through at any point. Live in
a constant state of expectancy, and leave room for God to come in as He decides.January
26Look Again and Consecrate“If God so clothes the grass of the field . . . , will He not much more
clothe you . . . ?”Matthew 6:30A simple statement of Jesus is always a puzzle to us because we
will not be simple. How can we maintain the simplicity of Jesus so that we may understand Him?
By receiving His Spirit, recognizing and relying on Him, and obeying Him as He brings us the
truth of His Word, life will become amazingly simple. Jesus asks us to consider that “if God so
clothes the grass of the field . . .” how “much more” will He clothe you, if you keep your
relationship right with Him? Every time we lose ground in our fellowship with God, it is because
we have disrespectfully thought that we knew better than Jesus Christ. We have allowed “the
cares of this world” to enter in (Matthew 13:22), while forgetting the “much more” of our heavenly
Father.“Look at the birds of the air” (6:26). Their function is to obey the instincts God placed
within them, and God watches over them. Jesus said that if you have the right relationship with
Him and will obey His Spirit within you, then God will care for your “feathers” too.“Consider the
lilies of the field” (6:28). They grow where they are planted. Many of us refuse to grow where God



plants us. Therefore, we don’t take root anywhere. Jesus said if we would obey the life of God
within us, He would look after all other things. Did Jesus Christ lie to us? Are we experiencing
the “much more” He promised? If we are not, it is because we are not obeying the life God has
given us and have cluttered our minds with confusing thoughts and worries. How much time
have we wasted asking God senseless questions while we should be absolutely free to
concentrate on our service to Him? Consecration is the act of continually separating myself from
everything except that which God has appointed me to do. It is not a onetime experience but an
ongoing process. Am I continually separating myself and looking to God every day of my life?
January 26Look Again and Consecrate“If God so clothes the grass of the field . . . , will He not
much more clothe you . . . ?”Matthew 6:30A simple statement of Jesus is always a puzzle to us
because we will not be simple. How can we maintain the simplicity of Jesus so that we may
understand Him? By receiving His Spirit, recognizing and relying on Him, and obeying Him as
He brings us the truth of His Word, life will become amazingly simple. Jesus asks us to consider
that “if God so clothes the grass of the field . . .” how “much more” will He clothe you, if you keep
your relationship right with Him? Every time we lose ground in our fellowship with God, it is
because we have disrespectfully thought that we knew better than Jesus Christ. We have
allowed “the cares of this world” to enter in (Matthew 13:22), while forgetting the “much more” of
our heavenly Father.“Look at the birds of the air” (6:26). Their function is to obey the instincts
God placed within them, and God watches over them. Jesus said that if you have the right
relationship with Him and will obey His Spirit within you, then God will care for your “feathers”
too.“Consider the lilies of the field” (6:28). They grow where they are planted. Many of us refuse
to grow where God plants us. Therefore, we don’t take root anywhere. Jesus said if we would
obey the life of God within us, He would look after all other things. Did Jesus Christ lie to us? Are
we experiencing the “much more” He promised? If we are not, it is because we are not obeying
the life God has given us and have cluttered our minds with confusing thoughts and worries.
How much time have we wasted asking God senseless questions while we should be absolutely
free to concentrate on our service to Him? Consecration is the act of continually separating
myself from everything except that which God has appointed me to do. It is not a onetime
experience but an ongoing process. Am I continually separating myself and looking to God every
day of my life?January 27Look Again and Think“Do not worry about your life.”Matthew 6:25A
warning which needs to be repeated is that “the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of
riches,” and the lust for other things, will choke out the life of God in us (Matthew 13:22). We are
never free from the recurring waves of this invasion. If the frontline of attack is not about clothes
and food, it may be about money or the lack of money; or friends or lack of friends; or the line
may be drawn over difficult circumstances. It is one steady invasion, and these things will come
in like a flood, unless we allow the Spirit of God to raise up the banner against it.“I say to you, do
not worry about your life.” Our Lord says to be careful only about one thing—our relationship to
Him. But our common sense shouts loudly and says, “That is absurd, I must consider how I am
going to live, and I must consider what I am going to eat and drink.” Jesus says you must not.



Beware of allowing yourself to think that He says this while not understanding your
circumstances. Jesus Christ knows our circumstances better than we do, and He says we must
not think about these things to the point where they become the primary concern of our life.
Whenever there are competing concerns in your life, be sure you always put your relationship to
God first.“Sufficient for the day is its own trouble” (6:34). How much trouble has begun to
threaten you today? What kind of mean little demons have been looking into your life and saying,
“What are your plans for next month—or next summer?” Jesus tells us not to worry about any of
these things. Look again and think. Keep your mind on the “much more” of your heavenly Father
(6:30).January 27Look Again and Think“Do not worry about your life.”Matthew 6:25A warning
which needs to be repeated is that “the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches,” and
the lust for other things, will choke out the life of God in us (Matthew 13:22). We are never free
from the recurring waves of this invasion. If the frontline of attack is not about clothes and food, it
may be about money or the lack of money; or friends or lack of friends; or the line may be drawn
over difficult circumstances. It is one steady invasion, and these things will come in like a flood,
unless we allow the Spirit of God to raise up the banner against it.“I say to you, do not worry
about your life.” Our Lord says to be careful only about one thing—our relationship to Him. But
our common sense shouts loudly and says, “That is absurd, I must consider how I am going to
live, and I must consider what I am going to eat and drink.” Jesus says you must not. Beware of
allowing yourself to think that He says this while not understanding your circumstances. Jesus
Christ knows our circumstances better than we do, and He says we must not think about these
things to the point where they become the primary concern of our life. Whenever there are
competing concerns in your life, be sure you always put your relationship to God first.“Sufficient
for the day is its own trouble” (6:34). How much trouble has begun to threaten you today? What
kind of mean little demons have been looking into your life and saying, “What are your plans for
next month—or next summer?” Jesus tells us not to worry about any of these things. Look again
and think. Keep your mind on the “much more” of your heavenly Father (6:30).January 28How
Could SomeoneSo Persecute Jesus!“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?”Acts 26:14Are
you determined to have your own way in living for God? We will never be free from this trap until
we are brought into the experience of the baptism of “the Holy Spirit and fire” (Matthew 3:11).
Stubbornness and self-will will always stab Jesus Christ. It may hurt no one else, but it wounds
His Spirit. Whenever we are obstinate and self-willed and set on our own ambitions, we are
hurting Jesus. Every time we stand on our own rights and insist that this is what we intend to do,
we are persecuting Him. Whenever we rely on self-respect, we systematically disturb and grieve
His Spirit. And when we finally understand that it is Jesus we have been persecuting all this time,
it is the most crushing revelation ever.Is the Word of God tremendously penetrating and sharp in
me as I hand it on to you, or does my life betray the things I profess to teach? I may teach
sanctification and yet exhibit the spirit of Satan, the very spirit that persecutes Jesus Christ. The
Spirit of Jesus is conscious of only one thing—a perfect oneness with the Father. And He tells
us, “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will



find rest for your souls” (Matthew 11:29). All I do should be based on a perfect oneness with
Him, not on a self-willed determination to be godly. This will mean that others may use me, go
around me, or completely ignore me, but if I will submit to it for His sake, I will prevent Jesus
Christ from being persecuted.January 28How Could SomeoneSo Persecute Jesus!“Saul, Saul,
why are you persecuting me?”Acts 26:14Are you determined to have your own way in living for
God? We will never be free from this trap until we are brought into the experience of the baptism
of “the Holy Spirit and fire” (Matthew 3:11). Stubbornness and self-will will always stab Jesus
Christ. It may hurt no one else, but it wounds His Spirit. Whenever we are obstinate and self-
willed and set on our own ambitions, we are hurting Jesus. Every time we stand on our own
rights and insist that this is what we intend to do, we are persecuting Him. Whenever we rely on
self-respect, we systematically disturb and grieve His Spirit. And when we finally understand that
it is Jesus we have been persecuting all this time, it is the most crushing revelation ever.Is the
Word of God tremendously penetrating and sharp in me as I hand it on to you, or does my life
betray the things I profess to teach? I may teach sanctification and yet exhibit the spirit of Satan,
the very spirit that persecutes Jesus Christ. The Spirit of Jesus is conscious of only one thing—a
perfect oneness with the Father. And He tells us, “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for
I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Matthew 11:29). All I do
should be based on a perfect oneness with Him, not on a self-willed determination to be godly.
This will mean that others may use me, go around me, or completely ignore me, but if I will
submit to it for His sake, I will prevent Jesus Christ from being persecuted.January 29How Could
Someone Be So Ignorant!“Who are You, Lord?”Acts 26:15“The Lord spoke thus to me with a
strong hand” (Isaiah 8:11). There is no escape when our Lord speaks. He always comes using
His authority and taking hold of our understanding. Has the voice of God come to you directly? If
it has, you cannot mistake the intimate insistence with which it has spoken to you. God speaks in
the language you know best—not through your ears, but through your circumstances.God has to
destroy our determined confidence in our own convictions. We say, “I know that this is what I
should do”—and suddenly the voice of God speaks in a way that overwhelms us by revealing
the depths of our ignorance. We show our ignorance of Him in the very way we decide to serve
Him. We serve Jesus in a spirit that is not His, and hurt Him by our defense of Him. We push His
claims in the spirit of the devil; our words sound all right, but the spirit is that of an enemy. “He . . .
rebuked them, and said, ‘You do not know what manner of spirit you are of’ ” (Luke 9:55). The
spirit of our Lord in His followers is described in 1 Corinthians 13.Have I been persecuting Jesus
by an eager determination to serve Him in my own way? If I feel I have done my duty, yet have
hurt Him in the process, I can be sure that this was not my duty. My way will not be to foster a
meek and quiet spirit, only the spirit of self- satisfaction. We presume that whatever is
unpleasant is our duty! Is that anything like the spirit of our Lord—“I delight to do Your will, O my
God” (Psalm 40:8).January 29How Could Someone Be So Ignorant!“Who are You, Lord?”Acts
26:15“The Lord spoke thus to me with a strong hand” (Isaiah 8:11). There is no escape when our
Lord speaks. He always comes using His authority and taking hold of our understanding. Has



the voice of God come to you directly? If it has, you cannot mistake the intimate insistence with
which it has spoken to you. God speaks in the language you know best—not through your ears,
but through your circumstances.God has to destroy our determined confidence in our own
convictions. We say, “I know that this is what I should do”—and suddenly the voice of God
speaks in a way that overwhelms us by revealing the depths of our ignorance. We show our
ignorance of Him in the very way we decide to serve Him. We serve Jesus in a spirit that is not
His, and hurt Him by our defense of Him. We push His claims in the spirit of the devil; our words
sound all right, but the spirit is that of an enemy. “He . . . rebuked them, and said, ‘You do not
know what manner of spirit you are of’ ” (Luke 9:55). The spirit of our Lord in His followers is
described in 1 Corinthians 13.Have I been persecuting Jesus by an eager determination to
serve Him in my own way? If I feel I have done my duty, yet have hurt Him in the process, I can
be sure that this was not my duty. My way will not be to foster a meek and quiet spirit, only the
spirit of self- satisfaction. We presume that whatever is unpleasant is our duty! Is that anything
like the spirit of our Lord—“I delight to do Your will, O my God” (Psalm 40:8).January 30The
Dilemma of Obedience“Samuel was afraid to tell Eli the vision.”1 Samuel 3:15God never speaks
to us in dramatic ways, but in ways that are easy to misunderstand. Then we say, “I wonder if that
is God’s voice?” Isaiah said that the Lord spoke to him “with a strong hand,” that is, by the
pressure of his circumstances (Isaiah 8:11). Without the sovereign hand of God Himself, nothing
touches our lives. Do we discern His hand at work, or do we see things as mere occurrences?
Get into the habit of saying, “Speak, Lord,” and life will become a romance (1 Samuel 3:9). Every
time circumstances press in on you, say, “Speak, Lord,” and make time to listen. Chastening is
more than a means of discipline—it is meant to bring me to the point of saying, “Speak, Lord.”
Think back to a time when God spoke to you. Do you remember what He said? Was it Luke
11:13, or was it 1 Thessalonians 5:23? As we listen, our ears become more sensitive, and like
Jesus, we will hear God all the time.Should I tell my “Eli” what God has shown to me? This is
where the dilemma of obedience hits us. We disobey God by becoming amateur providences
and thinking, “I must shield ‘Eli,’ ” who represents the best people we know. God did not tell
Samuel to tell Eli—he had to decide that for himself. God’s message to you may hurt your “Eli,”
but trying to prevent suffering in another’s life will prove to be an obstruction between your soul
and God. It is at your own risk that you prevent someone’s right hand being cut off or right eye
being plucked out (see Matthew 5:29–30).Never ask another person’s advice about anything
God makes you decide before Him. If you ask advice, you will almost always side with Satan. “I
did not immediately confer with flesh and blood” (Galatians 1:16).January 30The Dilemma of
Obedience“Samuel was afraid to tell Eli the vision.”1 Samuel 3:15God never speaks to us in
dramatic ways, but in ways that are easy to misunderstand. Then we say, “I wonder if that is
God’s voice?” Isaiah said that the Lord spoke to him “with a strong hand,” that is, by the pressure
of his circumstances (Isaiah 8:11). Without the sovereign hand of God Himself, nothing touches
our lives. Do we discern His hand at work, or do we see things as mere occurrences?Get into
the habit of saying, “Speak, Lord,” and life will become a romance (1 Samuel 3:9). Every time



circumstances press in on you, say, “Speak, Lord,” and make time to listen. Chastening is more
than a means of discipline—it is meant to bring me to the point of saying, “Speak, Lord.” Think
back to a time when God spoke to you. Do you remember what He said? Was it Luke 11:13, or
was it 1 Thessalonians 5:23? As we listen, our ears become more sensitive, and like Jesus, we
will hear God all the time.Should I tell my “Eli” what God has shown to me? This is where the
dilemma of obedience hits us. We disobey God by becoming amateur providences and thinking,
“I must shield ‘Eli,’ ” who represents the best people we know. God did not tell Samuel to tell Eli—
he had to decide that for himself. God’s message to you may hurt your “Eli,” but trying to prevent
suffering in another’s life will prove to be an obstruction between your soul and God. It is at your
own risk that you prevent someone’s right hand being cut off or right eye being plucked out (see
Matthew 5:29–30).Never ask another person’s advice about anything God makes you decide
before Him. If you ask advice, you will almost always side with Satan. “I did not immediately
confer with flesh and blood” (Galatians 1:16).January 31Do You See Your Calling?“. . . separated
to the gospel of God . . .”Romans 1:1Our calling is not primarily to be holy men and women, but
to be proclaimers of the gospel of God. The one all-important thing is that the gospel of God
should be recognized as the abiding reality. Reality is not human goodness, or holiness, or
heaven, or hell—it is redemption. The need to perceive this is the most vital need of the Christian
worker today. As workers, we have to get used to the revelation that redemption is the only
reality. Personal holiness is an effect of redemption, not the cause of it. If we place our faith in
human goodness we will go under when testing comes.Paul did not say that he separated
himself, but “when it pleased God, who separated me” (Galatians 1:15). Paul was not overly
interested in his own character. And as long as our eyes are focused on our own personal
holiness, we will never even get close to the full reality of redemption. Christian workers fail
because they place their desire for their own holiness above their desire to know God. “Don’t ask
me to be confronted with the strong reality of redemption on behalf of the filth of human life
surrounding me today; what I want is anything God can do for me to make me more desirable in
my own eyes.” To talk that way is a sign that the reality of the gospel of God has not begun to
touch me. There is no reckless abandon to God in that. God cannot deliver me while my interest
is merely in my own character. Paul was not conscious of himself. He was recklessly abandoned,
totally surrendered, and separated by God for one purpose—to proclaim the gospel of God (see
Romans 9:3).January 31Do You See Your Calling?“. . . separated to the gospel of
God . . .”Romans 1:1Our calling is not primarily to be holy men and women, but to be
proclaimers of the gospel of God. The one all-important thing is that the gospel of God should be
recognized as the abiding reality. Reality is not human goodness, or holiness, or heaven, or hell
—it is redemption. The need to perceive this is the most vital need of the Christian worker today.
As workers, we have to get used to the revelation that redemption is the only reality. Personal
holiness is an effect of redemption, not the cause of it. If we place our faith in human goodness
we will go under when testing comes.Paul did not say that he separated himself, but “when it
pleased God, who separated me” (Galatians 1:15). Paul was not overly interested in his own



character. And as long as our eyes are focused on our own personal holiness, we will never even
get close to the full reality of redemption. Christian workers fail because they place their desire
for their own holiness above their desire to know God. “Don’t ask me to be confronted with the
strong reality of redemption on behalf of the filth of human life surrounding me today; what I want
is anything God can do for me to make me more desirable in my own eyes.” To talk that way is a
sign that the reality of the gospel of God has not begun to touch me. There is no reckless
abandon to God in that. God cannot deliver me while my interest is merely in my own character.
Paul was not conscious of himself. He was recklessly abandoned, totally surrendered, and
separated by God for one purpose—to proclaim the gospel of God (see Romans 9:3).February
1The Call of God“Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel.”1 Corinthians
1:17Paul states here that the call of God is to preach the gospel. But remember what Paul
means by “the gospel,” namely, the reality of redemption in our Lord Jesus Christ. We are
inclined to make sanctification the goal of our preaching. Paul refers to personal experiences
only by way of illustration, never as the end of the matter. We are not commissioned to preach
salvation or sanctification—we are commissioned to lift up Jesus Christ (see John 12:32). It is an
injustice to say that Jesus Christ labored in redemption to make me a saint. Jesus Christ labored
in redemption to redeem the whole world and to place it perfectly whole and restored before the
throne of God. The fact that we can experience redemption illustrates the power of its reality, but
that experience is a by-product and not the goal of redemption. If God were human, how sick
and tired He would be of the constant requests we make for our salvation and for our
sanctification. We burden His energies from morning till night asking for things for ourselves or
for something from which we want to be delivered! When we finally touch the underlying
foundation of the reality of the gospel of God, we will never bother Him anymore with little
personal complaints.The one passion of Paul’s life was to proclaim the gospel of God. He
welcomed heartbreak, disillusionment, and tribulation for only one reason—these things kept
him unmovable in his devotion to the gospel of God.February 1The Call of God“Christ did not
send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel.”1 Corinthians 1:17Paul states here that the call of
God is to preach the gospel. But remember what Paul means by “the gospel,” namely, the reality
of redemption in our Lord Jesus Christ. We are inclined to make sanctification the goal of our
preaching. Paul refers to personal experiences only by way of illustration, never as the end of the
matter. We are not commissioned to preach salvation or sanctification—we are commissioned to
lift up Jesus Christ (see John 12:32). It is an injustice to say that Jesus Christ labored in
redemption to make me a saint. Jesus Christ labored in redemption to redeem the whole world
and to place it perfectly whole and restored before the throne of God. The fact that we can
experience redemption illustrates the power of its reality, but that experience is a by-product and
not the goal of redemption. If God were human, how sick and tired He would be of the constant
requests we make for our salvation and for our sanctification. We burden His energies from
morning till night asking for things for ourselves or for something from which we want to be
delivered! When we finally touch the underlying foundation of the reality of the gospel of God, we



will never bother Him anymore with little personal complaints.The one passion of Paul’s life was
to proclaim the gospel of God. He welcomed heartbreak, disillusionment, and tribulation for only
one reason—these things kept him unmovable in his devotion to the gospel of God.February
2The Compelling Force of the Call“Woe is me if I do not preach the gospel!”1 Corinthians
9:16Beware of refusing to hear the call of God. Everyone who is saved is called to testify to the
fact of his salvation. That, however, is not the same as the call to preach, but is merely an
illustration which can be used in preaching. In this verse, Paul was referring to the stinging pains
produced in him by the compelling force of the call to preach the gospel. Never try to apply what
Paul said regarding the call to preach to those souls who are being called to God for salvation.
There is nothing easier than getting saved, because it is solely God’s sovereign work—“Look to
Me, and be saved” (Isaiah 45:22). Our Lord never requires the same conditions for discipleship
that he requires for salvation. We are condemned to salvation through the Cross of Christ. But
discipleship has an option with it—“If anyone . . .” (Luke 14:26).Paul’s words have to do with our
being made servants of Jesus Christ, and our permission is never asked as to what we will do or
where we will go. God makes us as broken bread and poured-out wine to please Himself. To be
“separated to the gospel” means being able to hear the call of God (Romans 1:1). Once
someone begins to hear that call, a suffering worthy of the name of Christ is produced.
Suddenly, every ambition, every desire of life, and every outlook is completely blotted out and
extinguished. Only one thing remains—“separated to the gospel.” Woe be to the soul who tries to
head in any other direction once that call has come to him. The Bible Training College exists so
that each of you may know whether or not God has a man or woman here who truly cares about
proclaiming His gospel and to see if God grips you for this purpose. Beware of competing calls
once the call of God grips you.February 2The Compelling Force of the Call“Woe is me if I do not
preach the gospel!”1 Corinthians 9:16Beware of refusing to hear the call of God. Everyone who
is saved is called to testify to the fact of his salvation. That, however, is not the same as the call
to preach, but is merely an illustration which can be used in preaching. In this verse, Paul was
referring to the stinging pains produced in him by the compelling force of the call to preach the
gospel. Never try to apply what Paul said regarding the call to preach to those souls who are
being called to God for salvation. There is nothing easier than getting saved, because it is solely
God’s sovereign work—“Look to Me, and be saved” (Isaiah 45:22). Our Lord never requires the
same conditions for discipleship that he requires for salvation. We are condemned to salvation
through the Cross of Christ. But discipleship has an option with it—“If anyone . . .” (Luke
14:26).Paul’s words have to do with our being made servants of Jesus Christ, and our
permission is never asked as to what we will do or where we will go. God makes us as broken
bread and poured-out wine to please Himself. To be “separated to the gospel” means being able
to hear the call of God (Romans 1:1). Once someone begins to hear that call, a suffering worthy
of the name of Christ is produced. Suddenly, every ambition, every desire of life, and every
outlook is completely blotted out and extinguished. Only one thing remains—“separated to the
gospel.” Woe be to the soul who tries to head in any other direction once that call has come to



him. The Bible Training College exists so that each of you may know whether or not God has a
man or woman here who truly cares about proclaiming His gospel and to see if God grips you for
this purpose. Beware of competing calls once the call of God grips you.February 3Becoming the
“Filth of the World”“We have been made as the filth of the world.”1 Corinthians 4:13These words
are not an exaggeration. The only reason they may not be true of us who call ourselves ministers
of the gospel is not that Paul forgot or misunderstood the exact truth of them, but that we are too
cautious and concerned about our own desires to allow ourselves to become the refuse or “filth
of the world.” “Fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ” (Colossians 1:24) is
not the result of the holiness of sanctification, but the evidence of consecration—being
“separated to the gospel of God” (Romans 1:1).“Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the
fiery trial which is to try you” (1 Peter 4:12). If we do think the things we encounter are strange, it
is because we are fearful and cowardly. We pay such close attention to our own interests and
desires that we stay out of the mire and say, “I won’t submit; I won’t bow or bend.” And you don’t
have to—you can be saved by the “skin of your teeth” if you like. You can refuse to let God count
you as one who is “separated to the gospel.” Or you can say, “I don’t care if I am treated like ‘the
filth of the world’ as long as the gospel is proclaimed.” A true servant of Jesus Christ is one who
is willing to experience martyrdom for the reality of the gospel of God. When a moral person is
confronted with contempt, immorality, disloyalty, or dishonesty, he is so repulsed by the offense
that he turns away and in despair closes his heart to the offender. But the miracle of the
redemptive reality of God is that the worst and the vilest offender can never exhaust the depths
of His love. Paul did not say that God separated him to show what a wonderful man He could
make of him, but “to reveal His Son in me” (Galatians 1:16).February 3Becoming the “Filth of the
World”“We have been made as the filth of the world.”1 Corinthians 4:13These words are not an
exaggeration. The only reason they may not be true of us who call ourselves ministers of the
gospel is not that Paul forgot or misunderstood the exact truth of them, but that we are too
cautious and concerned about our own desires to allow ourselves to become the refuse or “filth
of the world.” “Fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ” (Colossians 1:24) is
not the result of the holiness of sanctification, but the evidence of consecration—being
“separated to the gospel of God” (Romans 1:1).“Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the
fiery trial which is to try you” (1 Peter 4:12). If we do think the things we encounter are strange, it
is because we are fearful and cowardly. We pay such close attention to our own interests and
desires that we stay out of the mire and say, “I won’t submit; I won’t bow or bend.” And you don’t
have to—you can be saved by the “skin of your teeth” if you like. You can refuse to let God count
you as one who is “separated to the gospel.” Or you can say, “I don’t care if I am treated like ‘the
filth of the world’ as long as the gospel is proclaimed.” A true servant of Jesus Christ is one who
is willing to experience martyrdom for the reality of the gospel of God. When a moral person is
confronted with contempt, immorality, disloyalty, or dishonesty, he is so repulsed by the offense
that he turns away and in despair closes his heart to the offender. But the miracle of the
redemptive reality of God is that the worst and the vilest offender can never exhaust the depths



of His love. Paul did not say that God separated him to show what a wonderful man He could
make of him, but “to reveal His Son in me” (Galatians 1:16).February 4The Compelling Majesty
of His Power“The love of Christ compels us . . .”2 Corinthians 5:14Paul said that he was
overpowered, subdued, and held as in a vise by “the love of Christ.” Very few of us really know
what it means to be held in the grip of the love of God. We tend so often to be controlled simply
by our own experience. The one thing that gripped and held Paul, to the exclusion of everything
else, was the love of God. “The love of Christ compels us . . .” When you hear that coming from
the life of a man or woman it is unmistakable. You will know that the Spirit of God is completely
unhindered in that person’s life.When we are born again by the Spirit of God, our testimony is
based solely on what God has done for us, and rightly so. But that will change and be removed
forever once you “receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you” (Acts 1:8). Only then
will you begin to realize what Jesus meant when He went on to say, “You shall be witnesses to
Me.” Not witnesses to what Jesus can do—that is basic and understood—but “witnesses to Me.”
We will accept everything that happens as if it were happening to Him, whether we receive
praise or blame, persecution or reward. No one is able to take this stand for Jesus Christ who is
not totally compelled by the majesty of His power. It is the only thing that matters, and yet it is
strange that it’s the last thing we as Christian workers realize. Paul said that he was gripped by
the love of God and that is why he acted as he did. People could perceive him as mad or sane—
he did not care. There was only one thing he lived for—to persuade people of the coming
judgment of God and to tell them of “the love of Christ.” This total surrender to “the love of Christ”
is the only thing that will bear fruit in your life. And it will always leave the mark of God’s holiness
and His power, never drawing attention to your personal holiness.February 4The Compelling
Majesty of His Power“The love of Christ compels us . . .”2 Corinthians 5:14Paul said that he was
overpowered, subdued, and held as in a vise by “the love of Christ.” Very few of us really know
what it means to be held in the grip of the love of God. We tend so often to be controlled simply
by our own experience. The one thing that gripped and held Paul, to the exclusion of everything
else, was the love of God. “The love of Christ compels us . . .” When you hear that coming from
the life of a man or woman it is unmistakable. You will know that the Spirit of God is completely
unhindered in that person’s life.When we are born again by the Spirit of God, our testimony is
based solely on what God has done for us, and rightly so. But that will change and be removed
forever once you “receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you” (Acts 1:8). Only then
will you begin to realize what Jesus meant when He went on to say, “You shall be witnesses to
Me.” Not witnesses to what Jesus can do—that is basic and understood—but “witnesses to Me.”
We will accept everything that happens as if it were happening to Him, whether we receive
praise or blame, persecution or reward. No one is able to take this stand for Jesus Christ who is
not totally compelled by the majesty of His power. It is the only thing that matters, and yet it is
strange that it’s the last thing we as Christian workers realize. Paul said that he was gripped by
the love of God and that is why he acted as he did. People could perceive him as mad or sane—
he did not care. There was only one thing he lived for—to persuade people of the coming



judgment of God and to tell them of “the love of Christ.” This total surrender to “the love of Christ”
is the only thing that will bear fruit in your life. And it will always leave the mark of God’s holiness
and His power, never drawing attention to your personal holiness.February 5Are You Ready to
Be Poured Out as an Offering?“If I am being poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and
service of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all.”Philippians 2:17Are you willing to
sacrifice yourself for the work of another believer—to pour out your life sacrificially for the
ministry and faith of others? Or do you say, “I am not willing to be poured out right now, and I
don’t want God to tell me how to serve Him. I want to choose the place of my own sacrifice. And I
want to have certain people watching me and saying, ‘Well done.’ ”It is one thing to follow God’s
way of service if you are regarded as a hero, but quite another thing if the road marked out for
you by God requires becoming a “doormat” under other people’s feet. God’s purpose may be to
teach you to say, “I know how to be abased” (Philippians 4:12). Are you ready to be sacrificed
like that? Are you ready to be less than a mere drop in the bucket—to be so totally insignificant
that no one remembers you even if they think of those you served? Are you willing to give and be
poured out until you are used up and exhausted—not seeking to be ministered to, but to
minister? Some saints cannot do menial work while maintaining a saintly attitude, because they
feel such service is beneath their dignity.February 5Are You Ready to Be Poured Out as an
Offering?“If I am being poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of your faith, I
am glad and rejoice with you all.”Philippians 2:17Are you willing to sacrifice yourself for the work
of another believer—to pour out your life sacrificially for the ministry and faith of others? Or do
you say, “I am not willing to be poured out right now, and I don’t want God to tell me how to serve
Him. I want to choose the place of my own sacrifice. And I want to have certain people watching
me and saying, ‘Well done.’ ”It is one thing to follow God’s way of service if you are regarded as a
hero, but quite another thing if the road marked out for you by God requires becoming a
“doormat” under other people’s feet. God’s purpose may be to teach you to say, “I know how to
be abased” (Philippians 4:12). Are you ready to be sacrificed like that? Are you ready to be less
than a mere drop in the bucket—to be so totally insignificant that no one remembers you even if
they think of those you served? Are you willing to give and be poured out until you are used up
and exhausted—not seeking to be ministered to, but to minister? Some saints cannot do menial
work while maintaining a saintly attitude, because they feel such service is beneath their
dignity.February 6Are You Ready to Be Poured Out as an Offering?“I am already being poured
out as a drink offering.”2 Timothy 4:6Are you ready to be poured out as an offering? It is an act of
your will, not your emotions. Tell God you are ready to be offered as a sacrifice for Him. Then
accept the consequences as they come, without any complaints, in spite of what God may send
your way. God sends you through a crisis in private, where no other person can help you. From
the outside your life may appear to be the same, but the difference is taking place in your will.
Once you have experienced the crisis in your will, you will take no thought of the cost when it
begins to affect you externally. If you don’t deal with God on the level of your will first, the result
will be only to arouse sympathy for yourself.February 6Are You Ready to Be Poured Out as an



Offering?“I am already being poured out as a drink offering.”2 Timothy 4:6Are you ready to be
poured out as an offering? It is an act of your will, not your emotions. Tell God you are ready to
be offered as a sacrifice for Him. Then accept the consequences as they come, without any
complaints, in spite of what God may send your way. God sends you through a crisis in private,
where no other person can help you. From the outside your life may appear to be the same, but
the difference is taking place in your will. Once you have experienced the crisis in your will, you
will take no thought of the cost when it begins to affect you externally. If you don’t deal with God
on the level of your will first, the result will be only to arouse sympathy for yourself.
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J-Bird, “The Best Daily Devotional Ever!. I give this book five stars plus! This man of God must
have quite the award awaiting him in the Sweet By and By. He will shine like the stars in the
galaxy (Dan. 12:3) for all the souls he has won for Christ with his Holy Spirit anointed words.
Initially spoken to students in his Bible College ministry school, these words are still redeeming
souls and pointing the way to a Godly life via the written page. Oswald Chambers died at the
early age of 43 in 1917 due to complications with acute appendicitis. His widow took on the task
of transcribing his many sermons and talks over the years from her own shorthand notes into the
written word. Of all the books she transcribed and published “My Utmost for His Highest” has
been the most successful. This work has never been out of print and has been translated into 39
languages, (Ref. Wikipedia). If you are seeking to know Him better and how to live a God-
centered life in your years on this earth, this is the devotional for you. When I get to the end of
the year I simply start over again. God inspired words never get stale. There’s always a new
revelation awaiting no matter how many times I have read it.”

Ebook Library Reader, “God of the Ages. These daily reflections have been the inspiration of life
changes that has enabled me to draw closer to God. These messages he brings to me through
this series has been valuable in beginning understanding what God has done in my life. This
book truly helps. I recommend this to anyone who wants to deepen their faith.”

Dennis Profitt, “Challenging!. Each daily devotional is the perfect length for proper absorption
and application. The economy of words for such powerful and challenging messages is
evidence that God inspired it all. Nothing is wasted from started to finish. I highly recommend
this to the Christian looking to be challenged in his or her walk of faith.”

Ebook Library Reader, “hope for our future. I begin my day reading the Bible and learn more
about my God. Then I read that day’s lesson from My Utmost for His Highest. Sometimes it fits
right into the chapter I’m reading and I get an extra understanding and deeper relationship with
Jesus and Holy Spirit. My day becomes more focused on what God wants not what I want.”

Deborah M., “Timeless!. I have read this devotional for over 30 years and it never gets old! The
word and insights are anointed, speaking something new to me each time I pick it up. I would
recommend this to anyone interested in growing in the Lord.”

Ebook Library Reader, “A must have daily devotion. This is not a warm and fuzzy devotion. This
is a … get real, step all over you, get over yourself, it’s time to make it all about Jesus devotion.
Something we all need more of these days.”

Orlando Vergel Jr, “An Excellent Devotional!. This devotional is sound, uplifting and to the point.



It is in an easy to read format and is one that I looked forward to reading each day.”

Lily, “Daily devotional. I have followed Oswald Chambers for a long to. It’s my daily reading. It
puts me in the right mind -of Christ…”

irishpropheticart, “A Most have Daily read!. Beautiful,clear and to the point daily devotional that
sparks of so much truth in this current day(2019) even though the 'book' was written in 1917
during WW1 in Egypt.The 'book' is Chambers but was not written as a 'book' by
Chambers.Chambers wrote only one book per say,this 'book' was compiled by his widow after
his death during the war.The UK soldiers loved his daily talks,notes to them that Chambers
widow compiled a 'book' of some of his teachings/devotionals/daily's and made a Great book
out of them!”

Puddy Tat, “Excellent Read. I read this book over and over again, and have done since 2018. I
read it after reading the bible first thing in the morning during breakfast. It sets me up for the day,
every day. I have studied and read many self help books, but this book far outweighs any other
book (apart from the bible). If you want to know God, meet Him in this book, I guarantee, you
won't be disappointed.”

June Proudfoot, “A helpful book that has something for everyone. There is not one person on
reading this book can say, 'I cannot be helped.' Oswald Chambers shows us clearly how he has
survived awkward situations and experienced God's grace and mercy when he has perhaps got
himself into and not able to find his way forward.Also what a blessing this book is when we
discover that we are not alone when we have let ourselves down and felt ashamed. The author
clearly has a close relationship with God and this is shown through his reading of God's Word. I
love the helpful topics and readings should we need further guidance and help.Brilliant!”

K. Storch, “challenging. I have, on many occasions, bought a "daily readings" book with the
intention of using it!Praises to God that this book was recommended to me a few months ago!
Oswald Chambers challenges us, daily, to turn to Jesus, our Saviour, the Lamb of God - to turn
away from the understanding of "the world" and to turn to what appears as "foolishness" to the
world. The depth of these readings is like refreshing, living water to the Spirit and it is a
wonderful way to begin each day anew - in deep thought and ponderance with the Lord.I could
happily spend a week rather than a day with each reading.”

The book by Oswald Chambers has a rating of 5 out of 4.9. 6,362 people have provided
feedback.
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